Welcome to the third issue 
of Subculture Spirit! S.S. is 
a Canadian fanzine that is 
dedicated to the promotion 
and celebration of mod and 
skinhead subcultures 
around the world. We 
differentiate ourselves 
from other zines by not 
only including Canadian 
content, but by also taking 
an international perspective 
on the scene and making 
an effort to . include 
interviews with bands from 
many different regions and 
nationalities. We are a non- 
political fanzine, in the 
sense that we do not aim to 
promote any particular 
view within the political 
spectrum. 

We understand that 
at times, it is hard to take a 
neutral position on_ the 
issue of politics. Often 
times, simply saying one is 


article on 


not political is taken to be a 
political gesture. 
Subculture Spirit does not 
condone racism in any 
form, but we do not choose 
to promote any specific 
political agenda in our 
fanzine. We have selected 
our content solely on the 
basis of wanting to put 
forward an_ interesting 
work of journalism that 
promotes what we love— 
music, friendship, and 
community. 

We have done our 
best to make our third issue 
better than ever, and have 
included interviews from 
bands all over the world— 
from Chile to Australia. 
We have also included an 
record 
maintenance, a_ scene 
report on Montreal, and an 
article on the top 10 hits of 
glam rock by Graeme 


McKinnon, lead singer of 


the current must-see 
Edmonton band No 
Problem, and _ front-man 
for the Wednesday Night 
Heroes. Reviews of recent 
vinyl,:. CD, ,.and DVD 
releases can be found at the 
back of this zine. 

Having _ recently 
relocated to Ottawa, the 
capital city of Canada, we 
have run into a few bumps 
with the publication of this 
zine—thanks for your 
patience, we hope it was 
worth the wait! 

If you have any 
questions about who we 
are, or any suggestions on 
how to make our work 
better please feel free to 
contact us at 


subculturespirit@hotmail.com. 
Thanks for your support, 


and cheers from the North 
Pole! -The Editors 


e Cock Sparrer are confirmed to play on 
April 3, 2011 in Berlin, Germany. 

e Rebellion Festival 2011 has been 
scheduled for August 4-7th, 2011 in 
Blackpool, England. 

e Endless Summer Festival has been 
schedules for August 11-13 in Torgau, 
Germany. 

e Gonna Get Yours and Quartier Libre 
will be playing together on 12 March 
2011 in France. 

e Toxpack will be playing with 
Betontod, the Eastside Boys, and 
Payback in Berlin April 12, 2011. 


HEL FASee: 


e Marching Orders will release a new 
7” on January 8th, 2011. 

e 8°6 Crew “Old Reggae Friends” LP + 
EP, CD will be released on UVPR? on 
December Ist, 2010. 

e Brassic just released an LP entitled 
“Voice of Freedom”. 

e The new Razorblade single is now out, 
and a full-length album form the band 
will be out in 2011. 

e Discharger will be releasing a new full 
—length album in early 2011, and a split 
with Jenny Woo in Fall 2011. 

e Resistance 77 will be releasing a new 
full-length album entitled “Survival of 
the Richest” in January 2011. 

e Finland's based Bruised Knuckles Label has 
recently released Backstreet yobs! 8 way 
split CD with Pug Music (AUS), The 
Pauki Records (RUSS), and H8 Piece 
Records (USA). There are two bands from 


each country—Finland, Russia, Australia, 
and the USA. 


e Mao-de-Ferro VS Faccao-Opposta 


have a new split CD out. One band is 

Brazillian oi! and the other is Lisabon 

agero. 

e Aires & Graces "Damage Done" 7" is 
out now. It is EU only edition and 
limited to 300 copies. 

e Jenny Woo will release her debut 
album with Randale Records entitled 
“Alberta Rose” in March 2011. 

e A Punk and Oi! Christmas Volume 2 
is out now with tracks by the 45 
Adaptors and Pressure 28. 

e Evil Conduct have just released “Rule 
O.K.,” a new full-length album off of 
Randale Records. 

e The Templars and The New Chords 
(ex. Veros) have a new split single out. 

e Antipati have recently released a new 
LP with Randale Records. 


e Chicago based fanzine Brew and 
Honour is back in digital format, check 
them out at: Brewandhonour.webs.com 

e A new issue of Riot 77, with interviews 
with Glen E. Friedman and Nortons 
Record Label will be out this summer. 

e Bruised Knuckles have just signed 
Open Finger is a Broken Finger, 
which is a mixture of punk, O1 and 
streetcore. 

e Anti-Hippie Fanzine, and English- 
language fanzine from Finland, has a 
new issue out now! 

e Issue #32 of O1! The Print is out now, 
and includes interviews with Noi!se, 
The Templars, and Stomper 98. 

e Slovak fanzine Real Enemy has 
released issue #10, with interviews with 
Mummys Darling, The Riot and 
Misandao. 


For the last decade, the Agitators have been rockin’ the Belgian 
and greater European scene with their sing-along street punk | 
anthems and their fun, up-beat and down-to-earth attitudes. I 
first saw the band live in 2008, and was really blown away with 
how approachable and catchy their music is. This interview was 
supposed to happen live at the Cocksparrer/Agitators gig in 
Antwerp in July 2010, but somehow the beer went down too easily 
that night and before we knew it, we were already nursing our 
hangovers before we realized we forgot to do the interview. So, we 
made a plan to do the interview in England in August 2010 when 
they played Rebellion Festival. Unfortunately, that weekend was 
again a drunken mess, but I finally ended up getting ahold of 
these guys in September, when we eventually sobered up a bit and 
had a chance to discuss chicken food, religious healings, street 


rock, and the state of Belgian football... 


Subculture Spirit: I have been a long- 
time fan of Belgian punk and oi! music, 
and it’s really a pleasure to interview 
such a long-standing Belgian band! 
How long ago did the band start up, and 
what was the inspiration behind starting 
“The Agitators?” 


Dave: The band was formed in the year 
2000. The purpose of the band was to 
make sing-a-long streetpunk with lyrics 
about football, friends, beer and daily life 
subjects. The style of The Agitators is 
best described as hard in-your-face Oi/ 
Streetpunk with catchy sing-a-long parts. 
- And I guess the main goal of the band is 
to have as much fun as possible playing 
music and hanging out with friends at 


gigs. 


S.S: From my understanding, the 
current line-up of the band is different 
from the original line up. What is the 
present line-up, and what has changed? 


D: The original line-up consisted of 
Marc, Bart, Markus and Alain. But after 
one year Alain had to leave the band due 
to work, so that's when I joined the band. 
Then about 2 years ago Markus started 
having serious neck and back-problems 
and after a couple of months he was 
forced to quit The Agitators. After 
auditions and drinking tests it was 
obvious to us Wannes was the guy to 
claim the drum seat. 


To honor Markus’ we _ also 
recorded a song conveniently named 
"Markus Agitator" on our latest release 
"Among Friends". 


S.S: Have any of the members played in 
other bands or any other side projects? 


Wannes: After the drinking test I did for 
The Agitators it was clear I had to join 
them. Before that I kicked Lucifer’s balls 
on drums with Hellsonics. And long ago 
Bart and Marc played in Double US. 
Playing with them is really refreshing for 
me and this is what I always wanted in a 
band: Playing, having fun and having a 
great time with friends! That's what 
streetpunk is all about! 


S.S: In the song “F.U.C.B” you refer to 
Belgium as a “fucked up country.” 
What is so fucked up about it? Is this 
reflected in the punk scene? 


MarL.C: the story behind FUCB refers to 
a crisis some years ago. There was a 
‘contamination with transmission-oils and 


the food they gave to chickens. The 
government knew about it and wanted to 
solve the problem without making a lot 
of fuss about it (it wasn't really a threat to 
the people's health). Some _ people 
however used this to make political 
benefit out of it; they enlarged the 
problem, creating a kind of mass hysteria. 
In the end a lot of food was just thrown 
away (way more than necessary) , 
companies that had nothing to do with 
the problem went broke, a lot of people 
lost their jobs, BUT the people who made 
the fuss got elected as the government 
fell and new elections were done right 
after. 


The thing that is fucked up is that for 
politicians, getting (re-)elected is more 
important than making the _ right 


decisions, the decisions that are made are 
the ones they think will suit them best for 
the next elections. As you know, Belgium 
is a small country. Nevertheless, we have 
a bunch of governments (federal and one 
for the four regions) which all have 
specific 


responsibilities but some 


decisions of the one government can be 
undone by the other government so that 
that government can't function anymore 
which leads to new elections etc. etc. We 
have elections almost every year!!! 
Anyway enough about that shite, in my 
opinion it doesn't really reflect in the 
punk scene. 


S.S: I read in an interview that you guys 
did with NADSAT that you take a totally 
apolitical stance on the music scene. Is 
this a hard position to take in the 
current Belgian/Western European 
scene? Are there a lot of non-political 
bands in Belgium? 


Bart: That’s correct! For me there’s no 
place for politics in music. If you feel the 
urge to force your political opinion down 
someone’s throat, you should start a 


wing, opportunists, you name it (except 
hippies LOL) but to be honest I don’t 
care as I know what we stand for and 
that’s good enough for me. The Agitators 
stand for having a good time singing 
songs with your friends and having a few 
beers! 


S.S: Quite a few Agitators songs are 
about football. Can you please inform 
us a bit about the current football 
situation in Belgium? What is the 
merger about? 


M: First of all there's only one interesting 
team in Belgium being Royal Antwerp 
Football Club! 

The general situation of Belgian 
football is rather shitty, the national team 
isn't able to make to the big tournaments 
anymore and the club teams aren't doing 


“Our music is universal, not for a 
bunch of politically ‘correct’ or 


‘incorrect’? know-it-alls...” 


political party not a streetpunk band. Our 
music is universal, not for a select bunch 
of politically “correct” or “incorrect” 
know-it-alls. 


I do politics in the voting booth and I 
(try) to respect that other people might 
have different opinions. We’ve been 
called Nazis, fascists, left-wing, right- 


much better in the champion's league. 
Football has become more and more 
commercial and this means that the 
biggest clubs get more money and the 
others get the left-overs causing a giant 
gap between the top-clubs and the others. 
Royal Antwerp Football Club (RAFC) 
was the first team to play football in 
Belgium, that’s why they have 


registration-number 1!! RAFC is now 
playing in second division and for the last 
10 years our club is struggling to survive 
but still we have a great number of 
supporters that follow the squad. The 
RAFC-crowd is known for its vocal 
Support especially in away-games we 
have a bigger crowd than most of the 1st 
division-clubs. 


The merger is big issue in 
Antwerp. There used to be another team 
in Antwerp in first division some 25 
years ago called Beershit, that team went 
downhill to third division with a lot of 
debts. Some ten years ago they pulled the 


the name was kept in the new merged 
club. Nowadays that club is playing in 
first division and some people would like 
to see this team and RAFC merge into 
one club, because they think it's the only 
way to have a top club in Antwerp. The 
thing is, they hoped that RAFC would go 
broke as they're playing in the purgatory 
of second division for several years BUT 
the supporters never stayed home, and 
kept supporting the club. The mass of 
support that RAFC has is a thorn in the 
eye of that other club, which had hoped . 
to pick up on that support once RAFC 
stopped existing. It comes down to this: 
RAFC is about authenticity, the real 


“The Agitators stand for having a 


good time singing songs with your 
friends and having a few beers!” 


plug, but they "merged" with another 
team that was playing in first division but 
that didn't get big crowds. Beershit gave 
up their registration-number but a part of 


thing! A merger would kill all that and 
the new club would be nothing more than 
an artificial creation for people that are 
only interested in success not caring 


Bart Agitator, Recording Higpsel in his 
Studio 


| 


about the current support. THE GREAT 
OLD will never die! 


S.S: All of the Agitators songs I have 
hard have been in English... why have 


you guys chosen to write songs in 
English, and have you ever written any 
songs in Flemish? 


B: Maybe Marc and Dave should answer 
this one as they write all the lyrics; I’m 
only capable of writing some riffs. I 
prefer English as it’s easier for the crowd 
to sing-along. 


M: To me punk music just sounds better 
in English. I tried writing lyrics in Dutch 
but when Ltry to sing those lyrics it just 
doesn't have the right feeling. I like the 
Flemish (Dutch) language and there are 
artists that produce beautiful songs in 
Flemish or a dialect like Katastroof, Flip 
Kowlier and there are also some older 
typical Belgian and Dutch "folk"-songs. 
But once Punk is being sung in Flemish it 
always becomes a bit humoristic to me. 


S.S: Despite being an apolitical band, 
you guys don’t seem to hesitate sharing 
your views on organized religion. Could 
you please explain what the song | 
Seat in Heaven” is about? 
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D: First off I wanna say I don't mind 
people being religious and finding solace 
in God, I just don't. It's people who take 
advantage of those who believe that 
annoy me. The current situation in 
Belgium (child abuse by priests and 
bishops in a couple of hundred cases) is a 


cover of “Sally MacLennane.” Do you 
listen to a lot of Irish or Celtic music? 
Would you say this music influences the 
Agitators? 


W: We all listen to all other kinds of 
music. If it's metal, celtic, ska or 
psychobilly, britpop, hardcore or punk... 


“I don't mind people being religious and 
finding solace in God, I just don't. It's 


people who take advantage of those who 
believe that annoy me.” 


fine example. “Seat in Heaven” is not 
really about that. I wrote that song with 
the American ministers in mind. I just 
can't believe how people in America can 
be so naive in believing that God speaks 
through them or being able to heal with 
just their hands. And the fact that those 
miracle workers make tons of money, 
flying private jets and what 
not, and get away with 

it goes far beyond my 

comprehension. But that 
doesn't make me angry 


or pissed, I think it's 
rather ridiculously 
funny. of 


a See 


Pogues/ “@& 
Shane & 
McGowan & 
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influences’ in 2 
songs like “The 

Pub Where I 
Belong,” and you do a 


if it's a good band, we like it! 
Individually we have our own 
preferences of styles, of course. I think 
this is the best way of getting influences 
in our music. Dave and Bart make the 
most songs and they both 
listen to other music, 


believe me! 
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You rarely see them together on the same managed to work my way up as a 
concert. Actually they hate each other’s fulltime engineer with my own studio. 
guts! (haha! just kidding) Vou -can -check -1t- oul a 
www.highlakehill.be 

B: You're right, there’s definitely some 

Irish folk influence in our music. I really S.S: Has it been hard recording and 
love the Irish drinking songs, lots of editing your own music (Bart), or do you 
melody and superb to sing-along. Exactly feel like there are advantages to having 
what we try to capture in our songs a band member record their own band? 
although with a bit more power. Bands 

like Cock Sparrer, Vanilla Muffins, Stiff B: In the beginning I was struggling a bit 
Little Fingers... are a great influence as as it’s difficult to combine the technical 
well. The same recipe, catchy melodies aspect (mic placement, recording levels, 


and you shout all the lyrics from start to etc.) and the creative aspect. But after a 
end! while I managed pretty good. The main 


advantage to recording your own band is 
S.S: Bart, you are a sound engineer with that I know exactly what the band wants 
your own studio. Have you recorded a to achieve. 
lot of Agitators material? I’ve recorded in other studios in 

the past and I always got the feeling the 
B: I recorded all The Agitators material. engineer just went his way and never 
Our split 7” with The Heartaches was one understood or wanted to hear what the 
of the first recordings I ever did (on a band’s goal was. Bands work hard on 
very basic system). You can hear the their material and an engineer is only 
evolution I made as a sound engineer in there to help them capture these songs the 
our releases. I’m quite proud of our latest way they want it. Some bands give me 
release “Among Friends”, sounds exactly carte blanche to mix their songs but I’m 


the way I wanted. always willing to make adjustments in 
I started out as a hobbyist and the end to make the final result just the 


The Agit 


Agitators Live, Photo By David Brown 
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way they want it. sure if they’re still active? Maybe it has 
something to do with The Agitators that 

S.S: From my understanding, you all labels we work with quit after a 

released your first album with Street while... 

Anthem Records. Have you released I’ve released our latest work 

your other 2 albums on this label? Can “Among Friends” with my _ studio. 

you tell us a bit about what Street Nobody seemed to be interested in 


Anthem Records is about? releasing a new Agitators album so we 
decided to do it ourselves. We’ve got 
B: Our first album “Meeting the Lads” good distribution in Belgium and Holland 


was indeed released by Street Anthem (by Sonic Rendezvous) but we’re still 
Records. They heard our demo and got in looking for distribution abroad. It’s 
touch with us. We were very excited that available at Interpunk and iTunes but 
an American label wanted to release our that’s about it. So if someone would like 
album and I’m still very thankful for the to help us out, please get in touch! 
Opportunity they gave us. They 
introduced The Agitators to the world S.S: You guys have played some pretty 
and got the ball rolling for us. I tried to major gigs, even just in the last year! 
get in touch with them a few times over What was it like opening up for Cock 
the past years but never heard of them Sparrer in July 2010? How was playing 
again so I don’t know if they’re still Rebellion Festival this year? 

active. Our second album “Salute to All” 
was released by SOS Records (US). Our B: Opening for Cock Sparrer was a 
mates from Funeral Dress asked us along dream come true for me. I’ve always 
on a US tour. They were signed by SOS been a huge fan! Me and a couple of 
in the states. We had just recorded mates drove to Basque Country and 
“Salute to All” and Ezzat from SOS liked Berlin 10 years ago to see them live. I 
it and got us on board. The SOS family is told my mates back then that my dream 
really a top bunch; they took good care of was to play a gig with Cock Sparrer but 
us while we were on tour. But I’m not that it would probably never happen. In 


11 


November ’09 we had the honour to play 
with them at a sold out show in 
Amsterdam (NL), a day to never forget!! 
In July ’10 we were offered an opening 
spot on their Belgian show together with 
our good friends from Control (UK). 
Sadly that day was overshadowed by the 
Discipline tragedy, as they were 
supposed to play as well. | was really 
looking forward to drink some beers with 
the Discipline lads as was Cock Sparrer. 
Everyone was shattered about the news, 
we were all a bit bummed out backstage. 
But the show was amazing, we got great 
response from the crowd and it was 
fantastic to play with Cock Sparrer on 
home ground! Cock Sparrer put down a 
brilliant set as always. But I believe you 
already knew that as you were there... 


S.S: So you’ve just released a new 
album in 2009, you’ve played the 
world’s biggest punk festival and have 
opened up for arguably the best punk 
band in the world in 2010... what’s next 


for you guys? 


W: We’re busy putting a European tour 
together for the end of this year, next 
year we will try to put a new album 
together and hopefully we will try to do a 
new tour, maybe Australia, US... who 
knows... 


B: I would like to do more tours but 
we’ve got a hard time putting one 
together at the moment. Klaas (Bar 
Mondial) is trying to get a European tour 
together for us with Control but he’s not 
getting much of a positive response. 
Maybe we should head back over to the 
states for another tour... 


S.S: Thanks for the interview, it’s great 
to have the opportunity to ask you guys 
a few questions. Is there anything I’ve 
missed? Anything you’d like to add? 


D: Bart would like people to know he's 
the greatest guitar player in the world! 


B: Thanks Dave! I’m hoping my 6 hours 
of intense rehearsing a day will finally 
deliver! = 


Jenny Woe. Acoustic Oif 


: scampkid.records@yahoo. 
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11f you haven't yet heard of Resistance 77, do yourself a favour | 
- jand I. Read this interview 2. Buy their album “Thoroughbred | 
| Men” 3. Do everything you can to see them live and 4. Thank us | 
| for introducing you to one of the best punk bands out there. The! 
| band has been going for over 30 years now, and, thankfully, they ' 
have given no signs of letting up. Unlike many of the long-time | 
running UK bands at the moment, Resistance 77 never threw in 
| the towel, and they have always been in this for the right ' 
reasons—Jor the love of music, community, and giving the kids a ' 
rich alternative to mainstream garbage. We had the pleasure of 
, catching up with Oddy, the vocalist, in the Fall of 2010 to learn, 
| tbout the band’s roots, it’s growth, and it’s future... 


etc ...and due to the fact we were only in 

our 2™ year as a band we RESISTED | 
against any demise in Punk n OI. Wel 
recorded a demo under Anti-Heroes that | 
may be about somewhere. I 


Subculture Spirit: If my research is 
correct, Resistance 77 started all the 
| way back in 1979 with the name “The 
| Anti-Heroes.” What motivated you guys 
to change names, and have you 
released anything under your previous 
title? 

i 

| Oddy: Too many bands had “Anti” in 
y their names, so we decided we had to 
Change, however we really liked the 
name Anti-Heroes. 1980 we decided on 
Resistance 77...as 1977 was an 
I inspirational year for Punk and 1980 (in 
, UK) saw a decline in radio airplay 


S.S: How did you get ciated. 
originally? What bands/people were | 
most influential in creating the style | 
and sound that you have had since day | 
one? i 


O: Brothers Guy n Gary Naylor bought i 
guitar n drums, taught themselves to | 
play and subsequently wanted to form a J 


L.. SED ed sae ee a eal EE a —— a = =e ae aod — cal ETA be I = 


aa as we all went to gigs together | | gather all ex members for Oddy's 50 | 

decided to audition, making Gaz stay in | birthday gig next year (May 2011). I 
I another room whilst I sang a SLF song... | 
[I was in. Kieron joined as 2™ vocals, S.S: Your first E.P. “Nowhere to Play” 


did amazingly well, spending 11 weeks | 
on the Sounds Punk Charts, and selling | 
thousands of copies. Was it difficult | 
getting so popular at the beginning, 
given that there were so many other 


but after our 1“ gig the bass player quit 
so Kieron took over the strings. 

I We rehearsed to The Clash and Never 
| Mind the Bollox song books before 
| writing our own material getting further 


l 
| Resistance 77 live in Blackpool 


| inspiration from Sham, SLF and the | British punk bands out there? 1 | 
I Rejects. 
O: We were very surprised and pleased | 
S.S: How long has Resistance 77 been to have that success, especially as youl 
together with the current line-up, and | said there were plenty of new bands | 
do you still keep in contact with the | about at that time ... and due to the fact y ) 
l other original members? | we were based in Derbyshire, without a | 
] . city base. | 
| O: RESISTANCE 77 current line up is We had good reviews of gigs as | 
in its 3 year, Ellis on guitar, Lee on well as the EP in a number of fanzines | 
Drums, Kieron bass and Oddy vocals | which helped but probably the biggest J 
Gaz the original drummer continues to | help was getting airplay by the greaty 
I give his support and comes to local gigs 4 J ohn Peel (RIP) on radio 1. ; 
| with his family. It would be great to 1 
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| Ss: The album “Thoroughbred Men” different feel. i 
was released over 25 years ago! What : 
S.S: Resistance 77 has really kept up its 
momentum over the last quarter- 
century, and has continued putting out 
popular releases and playing massive | 
gigs not only in the UK, but overseas as | 


I 
: 
l are your feelings when you listen to the i 
I 
} 
: 
lo: 25 years ago...Fuck!!! Wish we could | well. Has it been hard to keep the band i 
i 
i 
: 
i 
i 
i 
: 


| album today? Would you say that your 
psound has changed much over the 
years? 


Ido it all again knowing what we know going for so long, and to keep coming 
* Jnow. We are very proud of up with new material? 
, Thoroughbred Men and it brings back ; 
great memories of the recording and the 
early days. It took only 3 days to record 
I then mix. 
I We have always tried to have a 
" | decent melody in our songs, keeping the 


O: Yeah it has been hard to keep on] 
track. What keeps us going is that We | 
believe in ourselves and we still enjoy 
performing live and writing new 
material. We always set an achievement 


Resistance 77 live 


to keep us focussed and interested, such 
as writing new songs and set plans to 
play in Europe/USA. 

Some past members became |! 
disillusioned or grew up, but me and] 
Kieron are too passionate or stupid to | 


| I Punk/Oi! foundation, over the years we 
_Thave got more musical but never forget 
J what we are about...And having a 
message or dig at someone or 
something. We have re-recorded some of 
the songs on T.Men on recent cds which 


I 
| gave us a chance to give them a slightly even think of that. 


ee 


Iss: I would say that it even seems as 
l though Resistance 77 is a lot more 
| active now, and for the last few years, 


a the previous 25 years. Would you 

| say that this is an accurate statement? 

l If so, what do you accredit this to? 

i 

O: Yes you’re right we believe when 

Captain Oi asked us to release a follow 
up to Thoroughbred Men, as well as 

I becoming a regular at the HITS/Wasted 

land now Rebellion festivals along with 

| the internet have been the reasons. 


| iron 
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I 
You tube has become a great showpiece | 
for our music. | 


S.S: From my understanding, you guys 
played quite a few gigs here in North 
America in the early 2000’s. What was | 
the American response to your live | 
gigs? Do you find North American | 
audiences to be quite different from 

your UK fans? | 


O: Playing in USA has always been on | 
our agenda and has been great, playing | _ 
Stone Pony was amazing...the support 
we had blew us away it was rammed 
when we played. 

We had a successful East Coast I 
tour Sept 09 appearing on Sonic] 
Lobotomy a Boston cable TV show once 
again the support especially from the 
young kids was fantastic, who were 
asking for songs off T.Men. We can’t | 
wait to return, so if anyone canl | 
help...contact us please. i 


[ 
S.S: Can you please tell us about ae 
most notable Resistance 77 gigs? 


SONGS FOR. ANANNY STATE 


lo: Stone Pony was awesome in 2001, it 
I was our first time in the States and to be 
[honest we didn’t realise how much 
| interest there was in Resistance 77 and 
we were bowled over. The whole USA 
tour in 09 was great. 
We have played a Czech festival 
I called The Anti-Fest 2 times attended by 
15.000 plus, they were memorable gigs 
getting the sort of response that we had. 
Rebellion gets better each year for us 
Sad 2010 was special as once again the 
l crowd response was awesome. 
I 
pS.S: Rumour has it that you will be 
 “eturning to the U.S.A. pretty quickly! 
Are the rumours correct? Where will 
| you guys be playing and have you 
| booked any Canadian gigs yet? 
I 
yO: Yeah we do hope to return in 2011, 
j Nothing set in stone yet and we are 
looking for offers of venues/shows etc. 
I We have talked to DKM to try for a 
I support slot, and would like to play the 
| West Coast. 


le me Ee 


After Stone Pony we were offered J 
some shows in Canada but they felly 
through and sadly we haven’t got ay 
contact for Canada anymore, so nothing 
planned however we’d like to go. 

i 
S.S: You take an openly apolitical | 
stance, which can be heard in your 
song “True Punk and Oi!”. Does this 
cause trouble when booking gigs or 
organizing tours? 


I 
O: True Punk n Oi is about unity for] 
Punks n Skins...L or R... it’s about the 
music really isn’t it? We have played on 
the same bill as bands considered to be L! 
and those considered to be R. We are al 
patriotic English band but as most] 
patriotic English bands get pigeony 
holed??? ; 
We do think that some promoters 


do not give us a fair chance, they are | 
narrow minded and do not know what I 
we are about. But as we say in the song | 
we will gig with who we want, sing what 
we want and befriend who we want. 

We are NOT a political band but 
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| will write songs about current issues, as 
j we have in the past ... in fact, more so in 
y the 80s probably as there was much to 

write about, with riots in England (Brix 
lin Brixton), the Cold War (Russia etc), 
land maybe our early song writing has 
| been to blame?? Some of the lyrics were 
j not necessarily our views ...merely the 


views that the media at the time 
brainwashed us all to believe??? 

Our forthcoming CD has a couple I 
of songs that have a dig at ourl 
politicians ... Sick of you and Broken J 
Britain : 


S.S: I really love the song “Spirit of St. 
George,” but from what I understand, | 
English patriotism is a touchy subject | 
these days. Can you explain, to those of | 
us who aren’t English, why this is, and 
what the general reaction to this 
patriotic song has been? 

i 
O: The reaction to St George has been | 
fantastic; yeah we have had some 
comments in a negative way but mostly 
positive. For some reason we can't be! 
patriotic in England. 

St George’s day should be a fun I 
day no different to St Patrick’s Day and | 
in our song we encourage people to 
celebrate and questions why we can’t do 


ALBUM!!! 


New album from this this unique french ska/ reggae band. 
14 tracks on CD and a vinyl version on LP + EP 
in a erent gatefold cover and tee 


UVPRYXY: HARDTIMES “Life is a battlefield” LPE/ i 

UYPRY XI¥ G1! 1L‘ALBUM LP ee ss 

UVPRY XIII GONNA GET YOURS "The hidden side of happinesa™ EP 
UYPRY XII The HEADLINERS EP sila 

UVPRY XI~ HARDTIMES “Demain nous appartient* EP. 

UVPRY X ~- The DALTORZ SP 

UVPRY IX ~ The R 


so without those negative reactions. 

We believe that every country has 
la right to their own patriotism. It was 
| great to see so many flags flying in the 
j homes on our travels in the States. 


Iss: Resistance 77, unlike several other 
: punk and oi! bands, has released quite 
la few passionate songs about love and 
| relationships such as “Joke’s on Me,” 
“Far Away,” and “Pictures of You.” Is 
it hard to write emotions such as these 
into punk songs? 
| O: Not really although we are conscious 
| Not to come across as being wet. “Jokes 
y On Me” in the 80’s, “Far Away” in the 
90’s, “Pictures of You” in 2000, so one 
every decade is not too much EH! We 
l try to write about a variation of subjects 
| and relationships are common with us all 
" aren’t they? 


Ky S: Your last two singles, “Far Away” 
land “Spirit of St. George,” have a 
| social consciousness not often seen in 


contemporary punk and oi! Can you | 
tell us about how you are involved with | 
these causes? Are you involved in any | 
other organizations or causes? | 


O: Nice one...our government sent our I 
soldiers to war without proper] 
equipment and resources, along with bad ? 
media regarding if it was a just war we 

felt the servicemen themselves had a raw 
deal. So we tried a sort of campaign to I 
show them support resulting in the] 
release of “Far Away” which we gave aj 
Bagh of revenue to the eos 


soldiers. 


Benevolent Fund. | Captain Oi helps us whenever possible, | 
St Georges day in 23 April and the internet is a double edged sword ity 
Ithe reason for the song was answered can help promote but is making it harder 5 
| earlier. to get a label to licence our material, 
I’m sure we will get our teeth into that’s why we formed our R27 label. 
another cause ... Global warming?? Advice??? Just make sure you get I 
the sound you want, never give up if] 
‘you believe in your band, and be 
, pushy. Also, use You Tube as 
we have just done with one of 
the songs off our forthcoming | 
cd ’Always be a Punk” where | 
we have a montage of] 
footage from Rebellion 
2010 accompanying the 
music . | 


Iss: Most of your releases are on 
| your own record label. This . 
| certainly isn’t uncommon in : 
: the punk world, but when you 
“sean the quality of | 
recording, production, and 
l distribution you have 
| managed to accomplish, 
| it’s pretty inspiring! What 
does it take to do this? What 
are the biggest challenges in 
managing personal releases, 
land do you have any advice for | 
Jpunk bands interested in 
| Cffectively releasing their own 
music? 


! 
S.S: We picked up “30 Years | 
of Punk and Oi!” this, 
summer, and the liner says that 
you will have a new album | 
coming out in 2010. When is the | 
album coming out, and can you give us | 
more details on it? i 


lO: Cheers, it costs quite a bit but we 
always try to get a good sound along 
pwith a good package. Our biggest 
challenge is PR and distribution; you 
need to get the new material reviewed. 


O: 30 years of Punk n Oi was released to 
coincide with our USA East Coast tour 

aimed to show a cross section of our | 
material for those not familiar with who | 


Oddy live on Stage 
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we are as well as any fans who didn’t 
have all our releases. 
I Our new CD’ “Survival of the 
| Richest” is due out Jan 2011 with a pre 
release on Nov 5". We played a couple 
of our new songs during our appearance 
lon Boston’s Sonic Lobotomy show, 
Iwhich can be found at 
| www.soniclobotomy.com. We have a 
ysong about our Brooklyn show which 
was stopped by the venue owner and two 
songs that were partly written years ago. 
We feel we have stepped up a gear 
I musically keeping a solid Punk n Oi feel. 
i 
S.S: Can you name any new bands that 
you have played with or seen lately that 
| have impressed you? 
| O: We were impressed by all the bands 
y that played with us on our USA tour, 
especially the Revilers and Squiggy, 
most of them were new to us. In 
England, some members of the older 
I bands have merged to form new line ups, 
Jone of which are our friends Septic 


he eee eee 


Psychos. j 


SS: So how is Nottingham Forest 
Shaping up? : 
O: Forest are holding their own so far I 
this season. Stuart Pearce the ex captain | 
and now England U21 manager still 

keeps in touch with us and will attend 

our shows whenever he can get there. He 

came to see us at this year’s Rebellion I 
and is on our You Tube “Always be a] 
Punk”. : 


S.S: Thanks so much for the interview; | 
it is really great to have the opportunity 

to interview such a long-standing, great | 
-sounding band! Any last comments | 
you’d like to add? i 


O: Thank you for the kind comments | 
and interesting questions. Well, for years I 


we have read that Resistance 77 are the i 
most underrated band in Punk n Oi 

(which I suppose is a good comment in 

itself), however we'd like to survive | 
long enough to be recognised as one of I 
the best ha ha ha !! | 
Cheers and keep up the good , 


work.m 
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wa I’m a music fan and a vinyl collector. 
© 1 can’t guess if you’re anything like 
— = me, but if I’ve got a free afternoon | 
. ; = like going through garage sales, thrift 
» TOOTHBRUSH See Shops and junk stores and flipping 
‘HAMOIS — ‘through forgotten dusty record 
ors . icollections. When I see a Pama 

: RUBBING ALCOHOL i “Crab” or a 1960’s Okeh label I get 
ISOPROPYL ALCOHOL) / tunnel vision and time stops. How 
SMALLSPRITZER | often I find anything worthwhile like 
CONTAINER | | this is probably a fraction of a 
LIQUID DISH DETERGENT EaleaRRe eR 
FELT RECORD SLIPMAT | 


©) This is an article for anyone that finds 
themselves in the seemingly 
heartbreaking position of picking a 
top northern soul or skinhead reggae 45 out from a .25¢ box to find on closer 
inspection that it’s scratched to hell and covered with mud. 


Pick it up! You’ve got nothing to lose by trying to clean it up, and chances are 
you'll be able to get it into playable condition! 


If the record is warped or if there’s a major crack, I don’t have any advice -as 
much as I’ve tried I don’t know of a way to fix this. Scratches can’t be fixed either, 
but generally if they’re minor surface scratches, the worst you’ll have is 
background noise and with a good needle you'll be able to play it without being 
bothered. When dirt, dust or grease is involved however, there is nothing to be 
worried about. Vinyl is delicate, but most people don’t realize that it can be 
cleaned. Here is a three-step wash / rinse process. 
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The first encounter I had with Lammkotze was flipping through a record 
store last year and coming across an album cover overflowing with 
topless girls and three smiling skinheads. The imagery immediately 
caught my attention (you don’t see stuff like that every day!), but, not 
wanting to judge a book by its cover, I gave the record a spin to see if the 
music was as captivating as the cover. I was immediately taken by the 
light-hearted humour of the band, their melodic songs, and their 
refreshing lyrics. Fortunately enough, I was lucky to run into Geisse, the 
lead singer of the band, in July 2010 in the middle of the Black Forest. 
Both he and his wife welcomed me into their home to take refuge from 
the 48 degree heat, and it was there that this interview was conducted 
with the help of many delicious German beers. Often times, when 
travelling, it is easy to feel lonely and alienated in a new country, but 
Geisse, his family, and his band, made Germany a second home for me— 
in this interview we discuss friendship, music, loyalty and community, all 
of the things which I think Lammkotze not only sings about in their 
music, but supports through their actions. 


Subculture Spirit: Hey guys, thanks so 
much for taking the time to meet up with 
me for this interview. It’s a bit hot 
outside (40 degrees), but hopefully we’ll 
make it alright! 


Le Chris: Well, seeing as we’ve got 
plenty beer, I think we’ll survive! 


ee Se From what I understand, 
“Lammkotze” means “lamb puke” in 
English. This is a pretty unusual name 


for an oi! band, can you tell me how you 
decided on this name? 


Geisse: In 2003 it was my birthday and 
we were spending the weekend at an oi! 
festival in Dusseldorf. We had to take the 
train early in the morning, and after a few 
hours on the train... well, we were 
wasted. And we were starting to get 
hungry. So we started talking about all 
the things that we would like to eat, like 


steaks and whatnot, and a person came up © 


to us and commented that it would be 


great to have some lamb chops. Just at 
that exact moment, someone puked out 
the window and the puke splattered all 
down the windows of the train. We had a 
band, and we were looking for a name, so 
we decided to put the words “lamb” and 
“puke” together, and try it out. At the 
festival we asked everyone whether they 
had heard of the band “Lammkotze’”’? It 
turned out that the name really caught on 
with people, and soon people started 
coming up to us and asking us if we had 


heard of “Lammkotze.” So, we 
decided to keep the name for the band. 


SS: So before” Lammkotze,” there was 
a band. What inspired you to start this 
band? 


G: When I was a young boy, my greatest 
wish was to make music, to be on stage, 
and Schnitzel was the first person I met 
who liked the same music as me, and 
who wanted to play music with me. 
There were many people who said they 
would start a band with me, but Schnitzel 


was the only person who actually stuck 


with it. We started with simple oi! SOnES. 


and our first concert WaS 
actually a hippie festival. Se 


L.C: Haha... time for 
another beer... j 
G: Yeah, we told | 
everyone that we, 
were a sort of skate 
punk band, and that } 
we could play the ' 
festival. Then, we % 
invited all of our % 
skinhead friends and we — S| 
played show. After the gig, © 
we destroyed the festival, and it “i 
was proclaimed that we could never 
play in that town again! 


S.S: Haha, a great way to start an oi! 
band! What was the line-up back in 
2003 when the band started; has it 
always been the same? 


G: Schnitzel, me, and a guy named 
Charlie all started the band, but Charlie 


left in 2004 because he had no time to 


commut to the band. In 2005 Le Chris 


wee = joined the band, and he has been 
_ with us ever since. 


, SS How did you guys 
} all meet each other? 


_G: I met Schnitzel at 
a concert in 2002, 
and we both lived in 
| Bavaria at the time. 
F We travelled to other 
concerts, and decided 
to start a band. 


y L.C: I met Schnitzel a few 
| ~ years ago when he and his wife 

eel to Batten-Wutternburg, and he 
decided that it would be a good idea if I 
tried out for the band because they were 
looking for a third member. I met Geisse 
through Schnitzel. 


S.S: Have any of the band members 
played in other bands? 


L.C: I played in an orchestra once, 
playing drums and percussion! Haha, it 
was a big band that played Frank Sinatra 
songs, and that sort of thing. 


S.S: So it was a big switch for you to get 
into the oi! scene, haha! 


L.C: Yeah, haha, well, I also played in a 
few other teenage punk bands before 
Lammkotze... 


S.S: So what brought you from playing 
in the orchestra to playing in oi! bands? 


L.L.C: Haha, I guess it was just growing 
older. When you turn 16 or 17 you don’t 
want to just play in an_ orchestra 
anymore... you need a way to get out 
ageression, and orchestra music isn’t 
very good for that. You know what I 
mean? And especially if you are into the 


skinhead scene you want to play in an oi! 
_ band and not in the orchestra! That is the 
reason why I decided to stop playing in 
the orchestra. 


S.S: The first album that you released is 
called “Haast Uns” (Hate Us). Most 
bands want people to like them — so why 
choose this name for your first album? 


G: We are an oi! band, and there are a lot 
of people who don’t like skinheads in 
general, and there are a lot of people who 
are skinheads and just don’t like us. I 
wanted to show these people, with our 
cover of us and the naked girls, that we 
can do anything, despite what they 
think... so go on, hate us! 


L.L.C: There were a lot of people who 
said that we would never get famous, and 
never have success, with the band name 
that we picked for ourselves. There were 
also people who said that we didn’t even 
know how to play our instruments, but in 
the end we managed to record two 
albums. When we released “Haast Uns” 
we were happy with the fact that we 
recorded and produced a full-length 
album, and that we were even able to get 
naked girls on the cover. So we named it 
“Haast Uns” — fuck you, hate us! 


S.S: The cover of the album is definitely 


racy, and not a lot of underground 
bands have been able to get a number of 
naked skinhead girls to pose on their 
cover with them. Was it difficult to make 
it happen? 


G: It was pretty easy to put the cover 
together, since it was the girls who asked 
us to be on the cover. When I first had 
the idea to make an album cover with 
topless girls, I told one of my friends, and 
she told her friends and soon we had 
many girls asking us if they could be on 
the cover. 


S.S: So do you think that the album has 
sold more copies because of these naked 
girls? 


L.C: If you are looking through a stack 
of LPs, and you come across this cover, 
of course you are going to stop and look 
at it. The album cover attracted a lot of 
people, and got them to look more into 
the album and into the music, and gave 
them a reason to buy the album. 
Hopefully people bought the album 
because of the music, and not because of 
the cover.... but it helped. 


S.S: And has the record sold really well? 


L.C: I think so... The CD got completely 
sold out, and Randale Records wants to 
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Geisse, vocalist for Lammkotze _ 


do a re-press and a re-release of it. 


S.S: You guys have a really melodic, feel 
-good, stripped-down sound. For me, at 
times, it sounds a bit like Evil Conduct 
and the melodies at times remind me of 
Perkele. Can you tell me about some of 
your influences? 


G:I hear a lot of Cock Sparrer in our 
music. 


L.C: We are influenced by a number of 
old English oi! bands, Swedish bands, 
and Dutch bands... but we are also 
influenced by a lot of German bands that 
we have listened to a lot as we were 
growing up. 


S.S: What are some of the German 
bands that you have been influenced by? 


L.L.C: Bands like Stomper 98 and Bohse 
Onkelz. 


G: We are like Bohse Onkelz in the sense 
that we write about our lives and what we 
experience — not the experiences of other 
people. The text is about us. 


S.S: Well, it was difficult for me at first 
to really appreciate the lyrics because 
they are entirely in German, but 
thankfully I was able to translate them 
and I was really interested because your 
lyrics are not those of a typical oi! band. 
For instance, the song “Sirens in the 
Night” talks about bombs falling on 
cities, and the need for peace. Usually, 
when you hear the name “Sirens in the 
Night” played by an oi! band you think 
of cops and drinking...What is the song 
about? 


G: The song isn’t about being a hippy. It 
is about the fact that war really devastates 
peoples’ lives. We hate war for this 
reason. 


L.C: The song can be compared to the 
Combat 84 song “Send in the Marines” — 
why kill other people for oil and money? 
That principle offends us, and this is why 
we wrote the song. 


G: A lot of skinhead bands do not touch 
on this issue because they are afraid of 
sounding like hippies, but regardless of 
what you think skinheads should be, 
unnecessary war is just wrong. 


S.S: Have you received a lot of feedback 
on this song? 


G: At the beginning, a lot of people 
thought that the song was about cops and 
beer. But when they learned about the 
song, they were moved by it. 


S.S: You have other interesting lyrics, 
for example the lyrics (translated into 
English) that read “We love our native 
country, but we won’t raise our right 
arm for it” and songs that state that you 


are anti-racist, but also not political. 
Can you explain this to me? How can 
you be patriotic, anti-racist, and non- 
political? 


“I think that a lot of people in Germany love 


their country, but this has nothing to do with Me = 
guilt O 


what 
happened 
50 or 60 years ago, and if you say you 
love your country, this offends them. 


being a racist.” —Geisse 


G: I think that a lot of people in Germany 
love their country, but this has nothing to 
do with being a 
racist. 


LACt You: -can 
love 
country without 
hating 
countries, or 
other people. 


G: The skinhead subculture in Germany 
has nothing to do with hating other 
people or judging them by their skin 
colour. We hate the drama of right wing 
vs. left wing in the scene, so we hate 
politics in that sense. It just doesn’t make 
sense to be able to cheer for Germany 
during the world cup, alongside everyone 
else, but when the game is over and I say 
I love my country, I get labelled as a 
fascist. I don’t get it. I love my country, 
but that doesn’t mean I hate others. 


S.S: Do a lot of people who are patriotic 
in the skinhead scene here in Germany 
get labelled as racist? 


L.C: Within Germany, yes. I think so. 
S.S: Why do you think this is? 


L.C: Maybe it is because of Germany’s 
history. We have always been the ‘bad 
guy’ in world history, and there are still 
some people in Germany who feel guilty 
for things that the older generation did. 


But we’re a new generation, and we did 
not commit these atrocities ourselves, and 
we don’t have anything to do with Nazis 
or racism now.... it’s just really hard to 
explain. But I guess there are people who 
still want 
us to live 


“You can love your country 
wre Without hating other countries, 
mea or Other people.” —Le Chris 


G: But Germany can’t be defined just by 
the 12 years that it was ruled by Adolf 
Hitler. It has had a long history, and there 
are some great parts of German culture 
that should and can be loved and 
celebrated without celebrating racism or 
hatred. Many countries have had great 


dictators that committed lots of terrible 
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acts. France had Napoleon for instance, 
but that doesn’t mean that the entirety of 

French culture should be thrown away or 

be seen as shameful. 


S.S: So can you tell me a bit about the 
German oi! scene? What do you like 
about it or not like about it? 


G: We have a great oi! scene here in 
Germany, but I think it is a little bit too 
big. There is no unity here in Germany — 
we have too many people who are 
fighting from too many different sides. 
It’s too easy to be a skinhead here in 
Germany... you can buy a Lonsdale t- 
shirt in a supermarket, shave your head, 
and say that you are a skinhead. There 
are too many kiddie skinheads in 


Germany, who are skinheads that you 
read about on the internet and not the 


skinheads that you can meet in real life. 
You never see them at concerts, they only 
use this scene as an artificial social life 
for themselves and it is destroying our 
unity. 


L.C: There are a lot of young people who 
are getting into the scene, but are getting 
into it for the wrong reasons and they 
have forgotten what the skinhead spirit 
really means. They have no idea about 
the roots of oi! in English music, and 
they really don’t know what it is about. 


S.S: What do they think it is about? 


L.C: They think it is entirely about this 
German oi-rock scene, drinking, and 


trying to be popular. 


S.S: But from the musical stylings of 


pe 


Lammkotze, the band definitely has an 
old English oi! feel to it. So, what got 
you guys into the scene? 


G: Wouf, that is a hard question. I got 
into the scene when I was a young boy of 
13 years old, and I have never lived a 
normal life which is just about going to 
work. What gives meaning to my life is 
meeting with my _ skinhead friends, 


and you have found friends and have 
made great memories because of the 
skinhead family. To be a skinhead is to 
be a part of a big community, and this is 
what I like about it. You can go into a 
strange city where you have never been 
before, but when you see a skinhead there 
you can go and have a drink with him 
and not be alone and in a strange place 
anymore. 


“What gives meaning to my life is meeting 
with my skinhead friends, listening to 
music, and feeling a part of this. Skinhead 


is my life. And | can’t think of anything | 


can say that really captures 


what it 


means to me.” —Geisse 


listening to music, and feeling a part of 
this. Skinhead is my life. And I can’t 
think of anything I can say that really 
captures what it means to me. 


L.C: This is a really difficult question, I 
don’t know if I can put this into words. 


S.S: Maybe that’s why you put it into 
_ your music? 


L.C: Yes, maybe. At the beginning, you 
are impressed by the music and the 
images of skinheads, but in the end it is 
much more than that. Life is not about 
going to work from 9 to 5 every day. 
Being a skinhead is being a part of a huge 
family. It is about friendship, and 
listening to good music... 


G: It is about wanting your life to be 
more than the ordinary — it is about being 
a part of something bigger than yourself 
and finding people who really understand 
you. For instance, you (Subculture Spirit 
fanzine) are here in Germany by yourself 


S.S: So who are the sheepskins? 


G: Hahaha, sheepskins are Lammkotze 
fans. All of the world. Haha, even in 
Canada, right? 


S.S: Unity worldwide, right? So seeing 
as your lyrics are German, is 
Lammkotze mostly focussed in the 
German scene, or have you played 
Shows elsewhere? 


L.C: Most of our shows have been in 
Germany, but we have also played in 
Switzerland. 


G: Our fan base is mostly in East 
Germany, where the biggest skinhead 
scene is in Germany. 


S.S: But you do have one song on your 
new album in English. What made you 


decide to start writing songs in English? 


G: Many people from all over the world 


have listened to our band, and we have 
connected with people from Columbia, 
U.S.A, Spain, England and even the 
Philippines. We wanted to talk to the 
people in a language that was most likely 
to be understood. 


S.S: So do you plan on writing more 
English language songs in the future? 


funny... We'll see what happens. 


S.S: So your new album “Frei und 
Ungebandigt” just got released. Can you 
tell me how this album is different from 
your first album, and what your hopes 
are for it? 


G: The studio was a better studio, and the 


“Lammkotze’ is just what we stand for... music, 
friendship, and drinks. We would never want to change 
our name just to be more popular, it would be selling 


out.” —Le Chris 


G: Some people in Germany have told us 
that our German songs are much better 
lyrically than our English songs. | think 
too that our German songs are better, and 
it is easier for me to sing in German. But 
when I have a good idea in English, I'll 
write an English song... why not? 


L.C: We could also try to write a song in 
French or in Russian, that would be really 


recordings are more professional. We 
drank less alcohol when we recorded it, 
and I think that the music and lyrics of 
the songs are generally better. 


S.S: What does the album title mean? 


G: It means to be free and unhindered. 
On the album cover we are locked up in 
anoraks like in the Silence of the Lambs, 
but the title is to show that no matter 
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what people say, we can do what we 
want. Regardless of the left side and the 
right side, we are ourselves and we have 
the freedom to write the songs we want, 
and play the music we write. We are 
always here, and no one can stop us. 


SS: So seeing as you are free and 
unhindered, what are some of the things 
that you want to say. What does the 


band stand for? 


G: This is another hard question! 
Scheisse. We stand for fun, and saying 
what we think. 


L.C: We are honest people, and we say 
what we mean. 


S.S: I see from your band’s gig posters 
that you have played with other bands 
such as The Last Resort and The 
Roughnecks. What have been some of 
your favourite bands to play with? 


L.C: We have always loved playing with 
Gewohnestrinker, and we really enjoyed 
playing a show with The Clichés. 


G: We would really like to play in other 


countries. If people want to book us, just 
contact us on myspace and we can work 
something out. 


S.S: Ideally, in the future, what bands 
would you like to play with and in which 
countries? 


G: I want to play in Canada. I want to 
play in England, because it is so different 


from here. As for bands, of course I 
would love to play with Cock Sparrer. 


L.C: I would like to play anywhere 
outside of Europe. 


S.S: You have released both of your 
records on Randale Records. Can you 
tell us why you decided to go with this 
record label? 


G: We sent our demo to many labels 
when we first started, but a lot of labels 
told us that our band name is shit. They 
hated the name, not the music. They 
thought that the band had no future. But 
Diana from Randale records was the only 
person who gave us a shot. Now she 
loves our band, and the other labels who 
rejected us regretted it. Now we are loyal 
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to Randale records for the next 10 
albums, because my wife is Diana’s best 
friend! 


S.S: So why stick with the name 
Lammkotze when you knew it was going 
to be so much more difficult? 


L.C: Because that’s the only way that it’s 
true... “Lammkotze” is just what we 
stand for... music, friendship, and drinks. 
We would never want to change our 
name just to be more popular, it would be 
selling out. Maybe it is true we will never 
get “success” with this name, but in the 
meantime we have been able to play 
some fun shows with the band, and meet 
all kinds of interesting people, and people 
all over the world have said that they like 
our music even with the shitty name, so 
that just goes to show what kind of a 
band we really are. 


G: It’s kind of like the same principle 
behind the “Haast Uns” album. We are 
staying true to who we are, and by not 
changing for other people it is like a big 
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“Fuck You” to those that criticized us. 


S.S: So what is the future for 
Lammkotze? What is it that you hope to 
accomplish with the band over the 
course of the next 10 albums? 


G: We would like to play outside of 
Europe. But overall, the one thing I have 
always wanted with the band is to make 
friends with all the sheepskins all over 
the world, and to have a party. 


S.S: Thank you so much for the 
interview, and for taking the time to 
meet up with me today and to talk about 
your music and your band. I look 
forward to hearing more great things 
about the second album in the future, 
but for now is there anything else that 
you would like to add? 


L.C: Thank you very much for the 


interview, and greetings to all the people 
who listen to our music. 


NR: di 


G: Oi!.s 
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Glam rock, glitter rock, whatever you want to call it, is an amazing genre 
of rock’n roll kick-started in the U.K. from the psychedelic art movement 
in-the early 1970’s. Groups like ROXY MUSIC, and of course the 
androgyny and brilliance of DAVID BOWIE influenced an army of 
rockers to dress like insanely ugly women and rock like wild men. After I 
saw the movie Labyrinth when I was a kid, I remember a friend of mine at 
school said I only liked David Bowie because he was a glam rocker like 
Jem and the Holograms. I was immediately bummed out because I didn’t 
want everyone to think I played with the Barbie off-shoot so I dropped it 
and never brought it up again. When I got older, my brother Luke and I 
got really into punk and British music and I remember listening to a 


_ BLITZ record and thought it was crazy that they covered Bowie’s 


“Suffragette City” and PETER AND THE TEST TUBE BABIES covered 


- GARY GLITTER’s “Leader of the Pack”. These songs were popping up 
_ everywhere and soon my brother and I were well on our way to searching, 


finding and loving the pop rock hits of glam rock. In no particular order, 
this is a list of ten songs from 1970-1974, of some of my favourite post 
Space Oddity, glam rock tunes that you need to search out to make any 


party blast off! 


Uren - mebal guru 


(The Slider, EMI 1972) 


by T-REX is 


side a the road and bur out of. your manties. 


rule 
‘Soug Rules, Decca, 2) 


you wanna beuch 
(Touch Me, Bell Records 1973) | 


Greats, it’s packed with seven songs Aor they are all killer. ce it up 
and dust off your jump suit- a be on alert for any sudden j Ju ) 


}album at a recone hire in Edmonton a 

-——™ couple of years ago. GEORDIE was, as I’m 

| sure most of you knew dy the band Brian Johnson was in before 
| he was recruited by a little known rock’n roll outfit called AC/DC. This 
| tune is one of 1 my absolute favourite songs by this group as it starts with 
| this insane vocal and then kicks into a ‘serious ball crushing rocker. 
Appar the story goes Bon Scott had seen Geordie rip it up one 

: pees was in England and told the st that if he ever 


deranged wi } EE hoars Biever” was we 
leather pants th ywed, in stomach churning geal Be outline of his 
_ packed in twig Bn berries. It was really funny because h 
to this girl we went to the show with, trying to hyp 
seducing snake. Although she didn’t go for it, 

when the guitar Pay rj ront 


comp. for my we and the two of u us listened the | | 
Although we have different favourites, the Danish group “WALKERS © 
deliver a ee called “Fire” which just stuck w h me, pe 


an theatrical. The 


Killed by Glam comp will chan 2 
already you need to pick up that cor 


(Slade In Flame, Polydor, 


The soundtrack to SLADE’s dime 
length movie about the rise and 
subsequent fall of a band called 
FLAME is such a versatile record for 
| these glam rock legends. Although they 
deviate from the boot stomping, fist 
ping raging signatures for the more 
ire gems like “Summer Song” and “Far Far Away” th 
rt back to their old ways by kicking up a racket with “Them 
y’s Can’t Swing”. Not only does their performance 
he movie, but it really, for me ramps up the glam genre 1 
et aa I like sriost every I tecord from Slade i in the 


re a the 1981 blaster We u Bag: the Ho Down, which 
also one of their best. _ 


hating life and talking about suicide in the 
corner will perk up and join in the dance j 

party. This is a great tune written and produced by the glam production 
gods Nicky Chinn and Mike Chapman, a duo responsible for writing 
many hits for groups like the SWEET to even BLONDIE. “Tiger Feet” 
ended up being a huge hit for MUD and was the top selling British single 
of 1974. The album Mud Rock is quite good with some other stormers on 
it like “Dyna-mite” and “The Cat Crept In”, but again a few stinkers 
prevent it from being perfect. Either way pick up the album, pick up the 


single and enjoy- goddammit! 
movtjthejheeple 


© all bhe way From 
mernphis 


WIE penned 


mystery girls 
(Too Much Too Soon, Mercury, 1973) 


I know there might be ‘some 

controversy to adding these fepends to | 
the list beeause they are .from 
America when all the other groups are [7 
from The British Isles or Europe, but I 
feel I would be doing a great, 
disservice if I didn’t include them. 
After all, they were not only my first i 
teal introduction to glam music, but # , 
‘were hugely influential to developing ® >" i. 

American punk and the later L.A. glam rocll scene, Se mothing 1 rr ve 
never really gotten into. “Mystery Girls” for me is my favourite 
DOLLS tune because it has such a cool chorus and it definitely sounds 
like the blueprint for sloppy punk to come. It’s so reckless, but there is 
so much fun going on in the playing of this tune. Man, I’m gonna 
throw this baby on right now. - 


Collecting Glam Rock is actually a lot eas- 
ler than trying to collect punk, or blues, or 
soul records. In fact, so many of these sin- 
gles were made in such large quantities: 
| you might stumble upon them as we 
_ speak. The secret is trying to find 
_ the picture sleeves, and then po 
‘ the sleeves in good condition. 

Either way there are loads of 
oF gtigy gems out there | = 
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Just when you think that Aussie rock n’ roll couldn't get any 
better, we introduce you to RUST. Now running for over 5 
years, the band has released two albums, has played Rebel- 
lion Festival, has toured New Zealand, has played through- 
out Australia, and is now planning to take over your MP3 
player. I caught up with Gazz, lead singer of RUST, in the 
Fall of 2010, to find out more about this latest addition to 


the Aussie rock n’ roll register. 


Subculture 
Spirit: So, 
from my 
understanding, 
RUST _ started 
up in 2005, but 
members of the 
band have been 
playing in the 
Aussie punk 
scene for years 
before _ that! 
Could you 
introduce _ the 
members of the 
band, and tell us a bit about each of 
your punk rock resumes? 


Street 


Gazz: Yeah we kicked off after I got 
sacked from Rule 303. We are all in our 
40's god help us, so we have been 
around the block a few times. There are 
loads of bands under the bridge, Smurf 
(drums) main band was Crankcase 
which was a great metal edged hardcore 


band. He also was 
a founding 
member of 
Bezerk and did 
time in World 
War 24. Fernz 
(bass) played in 
loads of garage 
bands with great 
names but they 
were all pretty 
second rate: 
Prozac, Teenage 
Hookers for 
Christ, Nude 
Sunday and Bunt. Davo (guitar) is the 
oldest at 47and he has played in too 
many bands to mention but Black Rose 
and Blaggard are the standouts. I have 
played with Speedball, Crucified venus, 
Rule 303. . 


Punk 


S.S: How did you guys all come 
together and start up RUST? 


5 Re a aS Re RMT 
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G: Well this story varies as to who called 
who but 3 of us had known each other for 


| 20 plus years, and there was another main 
. player who helped form the band... a 
' Canadian called Chuckles who played a 


big part in the formation. Basically it was 
timing, we had all been on the same bills 
at one time or another so we were all 
familiar with each other’s tastes in 
alternative music 


_ §.S: Did you carry over a lot of material 


b 


| from your previous bands, or is all the 


_ material exclusively and _ originally 


a ae 


RUST? 


G: We carried loads over, songs that 
deserved not to be lost because of bands 


_ folding, and we will probably dig back 
_ again if we need too. There's loads of 


material in our back catalogues that 


_ should be on albums, and we might even 
| re-do some of the oldies of the first Rust 
' EP because we are a leaner meaner outfit 
- today. People always call for those old 
_ songs like “Tortured Tunes” and “Dads 


Tw Ma eR! RRR Ree ieee 


Gone Mad”, that disc sold out ages ago 
but we have a whole new fan base that 
wants to hear them so we might re record 


them with Davo's brilliance. 


S.S: While its members’ predecessor 
bands seem to be mostly in the punk 
vein, RUST has songs that seem to place 
themselves in the oi! or rock n’ roll 
scene (for instance, “oi oi Aussie Rock 
n’ Roll”). At the same time, however, 
there are definitely some “punk-esque” 
elements to RUST in the guitar and 
vocal lines. What genre would you 
classify yourselves as, and how would 
you describe your sound? 


G: Short answer would be Street Rock N 
Roll, but I'm not sure... we really enjoy 
not having every song sound the same. I 
mean we like Punk, Metal, Hardcore, Oi!, 
Rock N’ Roll and Ska, and without 
labelling ourselves we have the freedom 
to write a song the way we want. We are 
doing “Concrete Jungle” RUST style at 
the moment. Our crowds are mixed 
which is what we want - to unite all 
from Alternative scenes - and we might 
get scenesters thumbing their noses at us 
wanting to keep it all boxed up into little 
pigeon holes, but we are smashing 
barriers and making loads of new friends. 


S.S: I bought the “Black Rats” 
album a couple of years ago and 
was really impressed! I 
particularly like the title track. 
Could you tell us a bit about what 


+ the tune “Black Rats” is about? 
| Who/what are the Black Rats? 


SUSTRALIAN STREET PUNK 


UK Tour 2009 Fondan Bichards 


24th July - Welling, Kent 
25th July - Stoke on Trent 
26th July - Leeds 
3ist July - Brighton 
4st Aug - Crawley 
4th Aug - Birmingham 
7th Aug - Blackpool 


Stoke on [rent 
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G: I have never had to answer this 
one in an interview so Ill do my 
best, the chorus is “Black Rats and 
ships cats, the scourge of modern 
man, Black Rats and ships cats 
take what the can, Black Rats and 
ships cats disguised as your friend, 
Black Rats and ships cats get theirs 
in the end.” To me, a black rat is a 
liar, a cheat and manipulator and a 
ships cat is somebody on the 
scrounge ready to eat your scrap’s. 
True story, listen to the words. I 
think I did alright there, ha. 


S.S: Now Australia has been 
home to some of the greatest rock 
n’ roll bands in the history of the 
world. I can imagine that you 
guys were pretty influenced by 
greats such as Rose Tattoo, as you 
give props to them in songs such 
as “Tortured Tunes” — could you 
tell us a bit about your 


Queti aie 


wit (Australian) influences? Are there 

Hammerlock (usa)| ‘dat hast 2009 any newer Aussie bands that you 

31st July 2009 ld ’ve been influenced 
Hob Goblin Hotel House of Oi! Would SOy.yON Ve ee 


by? 


Brighton UK Crawl ey, UK 
or G: I don’t think there are any huge 
new bands like The Tatts, The 
Angels and AC/DC that influence 
us but we do draw some from other 
bands that we play with like The 
Corps and THUG. Both of these 
bands are great, we all have a lot in 
common yet we are so different. 


S.S: Word has it that you’ve even 
shared the stage with Rose 


44 


Tattoo... what was it like opening up for 
these guys? 


G: Yeah we had the honour of opening 
up for them a few years back in a small 
inner Sydney pub. We had a bad one due 
to some technical probs but hey at the 
end of the day I have the poster with us 
and Rose Tattoo on it, and it is a Trophy. 
Nothing like playing with a band who 
was a poster on your wall as a teenager, 
ya can’t buy that shit, tick 'em off the 
list... 


SS: From what I’ve heard you’ve 
actually played with a lot of infamous 
oi! and punk bands such as The Last 
Resort, The Business, and The 
Vibrators. Any favourites? Anyone 
you’d never play with again? 


G: As previously mentioned mate we are 
always grateful to play with icons. We 
have GBH and The Misfits coming up, I 
would play with them all again and again, 
the lads in Last resort and Jock from 
GBH have become good mates as have 
the boys in Argy Bargy real top blokes 
that are a part of it all on a street level, no 
rock stars fucking true top fellas the lot of 
them. 


S.S: I also hear that you’ve toured New 
Zealand — what’s the scene like there 
anyway? Is it quite different from the 
Aussie scene? 


G: New Zealand was fantastic to RUST... 
real mixed crowds as in punks, skins, 
headbangers, crusts, rude boys... we 
played 6 shows and I would have to say 
that 2 of those were the most wildest 
shows we have ever played. I was real 
happy on stage due to the size and energy 
of the pits, but at times the crowd surged 
onto the stage, they were carrying the 
injured out. It was awesome. I don’t 


G: Well, we haven't been over the 
channel but the UK was so great. We are 
going back in July 2011 to do a tour and 
play Rebellion again with Cocksparrer 
headlining. How cool is that? Our 
highlights of our last visit were playing a 
Punk/Ska/Oi all dayer with the likes of 
Section 5, Resistance 77, The Rough 
Cuts, Drongos for Europe and many 
more. We also did a pub show with Last 
Resort and Skin Graft... fuck yeah... 
remember the trophy I spoke about 
earlier? That one is at the top... we 
finished up the tour at Rebellion and that 
was the cream, we couldn't have asked 
for a better show. The room was packed 
we played well. We took the band to a 
new level that day and secured a record 
deal and a spot for 2011 Rebellion. 


S.S: What has been the response to your 
new release “Lean Mean Street 
Machine?” If you had to review the 
album, what would you have to say? 


G: Although sales are slow in Aussie the 


feedback we are getting off those sales is 
top notch. It’s due for the UK release. 
before the end of the year and I expect it 
to go pretty well over there. It’s an album 
I'm pretty proud of. I’m not gonna review 
it you can do a better job I'm sure. But I 
will say it will be hard to top on our part. 


S.S: What’s next for RUST? Any 
upcoming gigs or releases in the 
pipeline? 


G: Not at this stage. We need help 
getting the new album out into The States 
and Canada and we are focusing on the 
UK tour now. 


S.S: Thanks very much for the 
interview; it’s always great to hear more 
from great bands south of the equator. 
Any last words? 


G: Cheers..SHOOT STRAIGHT YA 
BASTARDS DONT MAKE A MESS 


Rust live — 


Cheap Thrills 
eerie 


Subculture Spirit: 
So word on the street is that you are a 
relatively new band! I just came across 
your myspace page a couple of weeks 
ago, and was blown away. When did you 
guys start up, exactly, and how long has 
your demo CD been out for? 


Grant: Well, we've been playing 
together for about 2 years now but we've 
moved pretty slowly & only released our 
demo last November & have played our 
first 2 shows within the last couple of 
months. 


S.S: Could you introduce the members 
of the band? Have any of you guys 
played in other bands? 


G: I'm the Reverend Grant B Taggart 
(Internet certified) & I've played in lots 
of "bands" that never released anything, 
never had song lyrics & never made it 
beyond a garage. 


Mike: I play bass and previous bands 
have been numerous, but the ones that © 
actually played shows and released stuff 


from most recent to oldest 
are: PEASANT ARMY (NYO), 
EMERGENCY (Vancouver), SUBWAY 
THUGS (Vancouver), 12POINTBUCK 
(Kamloops), ANGRY YOUNG 
BASTARDS (Winnipeg), FRONTLINE 
(Winnipeg) and THE BOjS! (a.k.a. THE 
TURNBULL ACs) (Winnipeg) 


Phil: I'm Phil, I play drums. I've played 
in various bands throughout the years. 
Most currently have played with this 
hardcore band SECRET PEOPLE and 
this other band called EBONICS. I also 
currently play in THE AIRFIX KITS 
along with playing in the ducks. 


Carl: - I write the lyrics and sing. I have 
been in a few Bay Area hardcore bands. 


S.S: What motivated you guys to put the 
band together? 


G: I ran into someone that I knew from 
college & he said that he knew a couple 
of guys who liked a lot of the same stuff 
as me & that they were looking to put 
together a band. I gave him my number 
& Carl gave me a call a couple of weeks 
later. Made sense. 


M: I hadn't played in a serious band in 
YEARS and I was just itching to play 
again... My good friend Bruce (RIP) told 
me about Carl and I practically had to 
beg him to let me play with them!! 


P: That's not totally true. Me and Carl 
had been trying to start a band together 
for a while after each of our previous 
bands had broken up. I've lost count 
of how many people, and various friends 
we tried to play music with. We finally 
met Grant through a friend, and then 
shortly after, our late friend Bruce 
hooked us up with Mike. As far as him 


having to beg to play with us I remember — 
it a different way. We had a few leads on 
bass players before mike, but they all 
ended up being flakes. In fact we were all 
worried mike was gonna quit the band 
due to our slow moving process as a 
band. 


C: Phil and I have been in hardcore 
bands in the past, and wanted to try 
something completely different. 


S.S: From what I understand, the name 
“Sydney Ducks” was given to Australian 
immigrants in San Francisco. Are you 
guys originally Australian? Why choose 
this name for the band? 


G: None of us are from Australia, but 
none of us are SF natives either. We all 
love SF & claim it as our own though & 
the name is partly in homage to the 
history of the city that we've made our 
home. I'll let, Carl, our resident SF 
history buff explain the significance of 
the term in a little more depth though. I 
think that he & I liked it because it also 
sounded like it would have been the 
name of one of the cool Aussie bands 
ftom .-these. Crazee Kids 
comps. Hopefully it's grown on Phil & 
Mike by now as well. 


M: SF is definitely my home now, but 
I'm originally from Canada, eh. I've been 
here for almost 3 years and will stay as 
long as the US government allows me to - 
renew my work visa!! As for the name, it 
has grown on me, but my favourite joke 
from my co-workers is that it sounds like 
the "Sitting Ducks"... Which we sort of 
are when we're on stage and possibly 
subjected to hecklers, but Carl can take 
care of them with his witty comebacks 
I'm sure. 


P: I'll admit I hated the name at first. I 
remember half of our early practices 

towards trying to settle on a name for the 
band. Carl came to practice with the 


name Sydney ducks after reading a book 


on the — oes 


era San Francisco. Finally 
we had a show coming up and I couldn't 
think of anything better that anyone else 
liked, so we had to settle on something. 
The name has grown on me now, 
especially after thinking about all the 
dumb names we had come up with. 


C: The Sydney Ducks was the name 
eiyv<en to immigrants 
from Australia in San Francisco during 
the Barbary Coast era. Because Australia 
was well-known as a British penal colony 
at that time, these immigrants 
were stereotyped as thugs and 
rapscallions, and usually blamed for the 
rampant crime in the city. I like the band 
name because it pays homage to San 
Francisco. 


S.S: When I first came across your 
webpage, I was immediately impressed 
by how good your songs are, and how 
great you guys sound! Rather than have 
me try explain what I think you guys 
sound like, could you tell us a bit about 
what your influences are, and what 
sound you guys are striving for? 


G: I'd say that my choppy & dynamic 
rhythm guitar style is most influenced by 


Chords, & a lot of classic rock, psych, 


Ray Davies of the Kinks. Other 
influences would be classic Oi! 
(particularly the French stuff), proto- 
metal bands like Black Sabbath & 
Pentagram, The Who, The — 
ee SS ee ; 


prog, etc.. I guess all of that stuff 
delivered with a punk ethos, lack of 
polish, & technical limitations. So far 
I've been pleased that while our songs 
vary, all of our individual tendencies as 
musicians ensure that there's some 
continuity in our sound. 


M: As I was telling Grant and Carl the 
other night, I've only EVER wanted ALL 
of my bands to sound like THE WHO!!! 


P: Definitely 60's Mod and late 70's 
Mod revival stuff has a big influence on 
me and my style of drumming in this 
band. Keith Moon is an influence for 
sure; I basically try to just emulate his 
style playing in a lot of our songs. It's 
hard though, especially when you're 
working with a kit that is a third the size. 


C: We are all big fans of English 
bands from the 60s and 70s. My 
American hardcore collection dwarfs all 
other types of music on my record 
shelf. I listen to anything from 
SLAPSHOT to the SMALL FACES. 


S.S: I really like how your songs do not 
address the usual motifs and subjects 
typical of the genre. Who writes the 


lyrics to the songs, and what inspires the 
lyrics? 


C: So far, I write all the lyrics. Topics 
range anywhere from favourite films of 
mine ("What's at Stake?", "Esprit de 
Corps") to personal experiences and 
observations ("He Lives for Today" and 
"Few Years Left"). 


S.S: The song “What’s At Stake” seems 
to have some political overtones. What’s 
the song about, and do you guys provide 
social commentary in a lot of your other 
songs? 


C: "What's at Stake?" is the synopsis of 
a silent Russian film called Strike. The 
film is most famous for pioneering a 
certain editing technique, where the 
violent putting down of the strike is cross 
-cut with footage of cattle being 
slaughtered. Being a film editor for a 


living, I always loved the imagery, and 
thought it would make for a great song 
topic. 


S.S: You guys have played a few shows, 
and have a few shows coming up in the 
San Francisco area. What has been the 
crowd reaction to your gigs so far? 


G: We've had two shows so far. The first 
show had a good turnout considering it 
was on a Tuesday night, mainly due to 
the fact that all of our friends wanted to 
see what we had been doing for the last 
year and a half (some thought that we 
were closet LARP participants). The 
second show was also fairly well 
attended, but more people were there to 
see the headlining band. The crowd 
reaction seems to be pretty good. We 
haven't seen any tits yet though. 


Syditey Ducks Live, 


oe 


S.S: What is the scene generally like in 
California? Are there any other bands 
from that area that you play with often, 
and any that you could recommend to 
our readers? 


G: Well, California is a huge state & so 
scenes are generally broken down to the 
Bay Area, Sacto, LA & SD, along with 
some smaller micro-scenes. I'd say that 
the Bay Area usually produces some 
good bands although there's not much in 
the way of Skinhead or Mod bands at the 
moment. Since we've only played two 
shows the only pattern that we've 
established so far is that we played with 
the Dirty Cupcakes on _ both 
occasions. They're worth checking out 
for any fans of garage-y girl punk. 


P: Check out Terry Malts they are a 
newish band that we've played with. Neo 
Cons are another band that just got 
started up by some friends of ours, 
they're really good. And of course Young 
Offenders who we're supposed to play 
with soon, unless they cancel. 


C: There's not much going on in SF on 
the Mod/Skinhead front unfortunately, 
but there are a lot of great bands to check 
out: TERRY MALTS is a brand new 
band if you're into the fuzzed-out, UK 
pop thing. I have a crush on the singer 
from Oakland's SHANNON AND THE 
CLAMS, who has one of the sexiest 
voices ever. WILD THING are a bunch 
of fuck-ups playing great, obnoxious 
punk-rock, who have probably had their 
asses kicked twice since writing 
this. The YOUNG OFFENDERS are 
great given how old they are. 


S.S: Do you guys have any plans to play 
gigs outside of California? Any idea as 
to when you'll play Canada? 


G: We do hope to do a short Pacific 
Northwest tour pretty soon. We may hit 
Vancouver on that one if it's worth the 
border hassle (Canadian officials usually 
don't want to let Mike back into the 
States as they want Longshot to be a part 
of their own GDP). But we'd all love to 
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play anywhere in the world, except 
maybe Iraq, if we were able to. 


M: Of course it is harder and harder to 
plan shows on the road as you get older 
and busier -- hell, we can barely 
coordinate time for the 4 of us to practice 
sometimes!! But we definitely want to try 
to play outside of SF someday. I would 
personally love to make it back to 
Canada w/ a band, but realistically 
Vancouver would be the most likely 
destination... I think that it would 
honestly almost be easier to plan a 
European tour though!! 


C: I would love to tour the world. But 
given our jobs, we will probably just 
settle for a short West Coast stint. 


S.S: So Mike... you’re the one behind 
Longshot Music? Any thoughts on 
releasing a future Sydney Ducks album/ 
single on Longshot? 


M: Yep. That is me. The one-man 
show that is and has been Longshot 
Music for over 15 years now. Damn time 
flies!! I don't think I have really ever 
done a bona-fide release of my own band 
on my own label other than a couple 
songs on comps, etc., but that is not to 
say that I wouldn't. There is talk about 
doing a split 7" with a band that is yet to 
be confirmed, so I can't really say at the 
moment. But yeah, hopefully there will 
be a Sydney Ducks release on Longshot 
in the future. But if other notable labels 
come forward, that is even better as it 
removes any nepotism in my eyes... 


S.S: When can we expect the next 
Sydney Ducks release to come out, and 
how can we get ahold of your demo CD? 
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G: The CD demo is sold out, but Rock & 
Roll Disgrace Records will be releasing 
our demo on cassette pretty soon. After 
that we're hoping to release an EP that 
will hopefully be out sooner rather than 
later. 


C: Our first EP will be self-released and 
probably have a _= small press 
run. Hopefully a label will want to put 
out any additional releases. 


S.S: Thanks very much for the 
interview. It is really a pleasure to 
discover great new bands, and it is an 
even greater one to get to interview 
them! Any last comments? 


G: Thank you! I'm glad that you 
enjoyed our music & I hope that your 
readers enjoy this interview! 


M: Just wanna say thanks and "Hi" to 
Rod!! 


P: Thanks for wasting your time on us. 
Really... Thank you.= 


Out of order have been rocking che Eastern canadian 
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Subculture Spirit: Out of Order is 
currently one of my favourite bands 
playing in Montreal, but from what I 
understand, you guys are actually from 
Nova Scotia? What’s the story there? 


Scott: Well it’s kind of a blur how the 
band started playing. I’ll give you the 
condensed version. Me and a few friends, 
two of whom happened to be brothers 
and sisters, started jamming in the attic of 
their mothers’ house back in 2001. We all 
lived in Halifax and were really craving a 


Out of Order live and loud 


raw and energetic style of punk rock that 
the scene in Halifax seemed to be lacking 
at the time. I personally wanted to bring 
a mix of English Oi! music and raw street 
punk rock n’ roll to Halifax to fill the 
void. I craved something raw and 
credible that wasn’t drowned in the skate 
punk, metal or indie scene. After a few 
years of playing around Halifax, the band 
started falling apart. Tensions in the band 
started coming to a head. I felt the band 
wasn’t moving fast enough so I decided 
to reform in Montreal with a few friends, 


Nova Scotian ex-patriots, living in 
Montreal. 


S.S: What is the scene out in Halifax 
like, exactly? Are there a lot of punks 
and punk bands out in Atlantic Canada? 


S: Halifax was a great place to live in at 
the time. There were some amazing 
shows and amazing bands that came out 
of that city. Bands like the New Breed 
and Dogbite, System Shit and _ the 


Heelwalkers had some of the most 
unified and amazing shows I have ever 
been to. The scene has always had its ups 
and downs though. In the 90’s there was 
an all ages venue called the Café Ole 
which really helped foster a vibrant 
music scene. Since that venue closed 
down it’s often difficult to find a venue 
that will allow punk rock shows and 
usually when there is a cool venue it 
quickly gets taken over by college 
douche bags who homogenize the music 
resulting in the people who created the 
buzz in the first place being 86’d. It’s 


| We are trying to sound like Out. 


always been like that. 


S.S: Now, I have heard some people 
refer to you guys as a punk band, others 
as a “street rock” band, and others say 
that the band caters to the skinhead 
scene in Montreal. Now is the time to 
settle this once and for all — how would 
you describe your music, and who are 
your influences? 


S: Is it really necessary to pigeon hole 
what we do? We are trying to sound like 
Out of Order, not like other bands. I 
suppose it is impossible to create music 
without being influenced, but we all in 
the band have different influences. I 
prefer to think of the band as crossing 
genres, floating somewhere between Oi! 
and Punk rock. But that’s not going to 
stop us from covering a Thin Lizzy song 
or whatever we 


feel we want to do. Without a doubt, 
when the band first started we were 
heavily influenced by bands like One 
Way System, the Blitz and Oxymoron 
and I don’t think that core urgent hard 
hitting sound will ever leave the band. 


S.S: According to your myspace page, 
the band has gone through some major 
line-up changes in the past years. Has 
the sound of the band changed as a 
reflection of this? 


S: I think the sound has only gotten 
better. As one of the founders of the band 
I have always attempted to navigate the 
band in the direction of the spirit the band 
was created in. I have listened to 
recordings done of us 9 years ago and I 
there is a lot more chaotic punk rock 
sound as compared to now. That is 
probably just because we didn’t know 
how to play our instruments as well as we 
do now. 


S.S: I really enjoyed your self-titled 
album released in 2006. To me, it is 
gritty, unapologetic, loud, and 
everything that D.I.Y. music should be. I 
was particularly impressed by your 
catchy choruses and your killer guitar 
solos. Can we expect the same kind of 
sound on your most recent 2010 
release? 


S: 2010 release is definitely in the same 
spirit as our earlier recordings. We have 
taken our sound though to a new level 
with the recording process and are really 
looking forward to recording again in 


2011. 


S.S: In general, Canada has a smaller 
scene than the scenes of most European 
countries and of course, our Southern 
neighbor. What got you into the punk 
scene, originally, and has it changed 
much since you started out? 


-S: Growing up in the early 90’s in rural 
Nova Scotia, it wasn’t like it is now. 
You couldn’t go to a store and buy punk 
rock clothes or shirts, what I wore I 
found at a surplus store. I’m sure I got 
into punk rock like most other people did 
at the time, it appealed to me as an 
outsider. It appealed to me because it was 
real and informative and different. It 
represented for me how important it was 
to be myself, to resist the status quo and 
stand up for your principles no matter 
what. Being punk rock just wasn’t an 
accepted thing to do in the country, 
walking around with a pink mohawk and 
boots meant that you had to fight 2 or 3 
guys almost every night. Going into the 
city to see show at the Cafe Ole opened 
up my eyes to a lifestyle that was 
different and a scene that was radical and 
that challenged authority. This isn’t to 
say there is not a need for it now. I think 
the genre has subdivided into various 
styles and fringe cultures but somewhere 
out there is a 13 year old kid who, beaten 
and rejected at home and isolated from 
his/her community, is able to relate to 
some aspect of punk rock and the 
rebellion that it stands for. 


S.S: There are a lot of subculture bands 
that have played throughout Eastern 
Canada in the last 20 years. What would 
you say sets Out of Order apart from the 
rest, and are there any other Canadian 
bands that you would recommend? 


S: I think our urgency and energy 
divide us from a lot of the bands out 
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there. We 
have not compromised our style and have 
done all things on our own terms. There 
are many amazing Canadian bands out 
there. I have always been a huge fan of 
the Ripcordz from here in Montreal. 
There is also an amazing band called 
Tailgunner we have played a few shows 
with that I have gotten into. Alternate 
Action I have been listening to 
religiously for the past couple years. 
There is also a band called the 
Dreadnaughts from Vancouver that blew 
my mind away at a live show. Everyone 
should go check out Dogbite from 
Halifax, they are broken up now but they 

put out a killer 
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album about 7 years ago that is entirely 
worth a listen. 


S.S: The band has been going now for 
almost 10 years, which is a long time for 
punk bands these days! What has 
motivated you guys to keep it going, and 
what would you say have been some of 
the highlights of the band’s history thus 


far? 


S: I am too stubborn to 


let this shit die. It’s my life, I live for it. 
There have been many rocky times over 
the years but Out of Order is one of the 
greatest things to happen in my life. It 
gives us a voice and a forum to express 
ourselves in. Playing music to me is like 
a baptism of blood, sweat and tears and 


there is nothing that compares. I’m sure 


there have been many ups and downs for 
each different member of the band but for 
me one of the greatest times we had was 
recently at the Terminal City Punk Fest 
in Toronto. We all shaved a few years 
off the end of our lives at that festival. 


S.S: Is there anything in particular that 
you would like to accomplish with the 
band — i.e. any bands you’d like to play 
with, any places you would like to tour, 
any labels you’d like to work with? 


S: Well, we are still looking for a record 
company that would be interested in 
helping us distribute our record. We have 
been doing everything D.I.Y but it would 
be nice to get some help getting our stuff 
out there a little further. I don’t think I 
will ever feel I’ve gotten my rocks off 
until we take the band over to Europe at 
least once. We are looking forward to a 

few upcoming tour dates 


in Boston > 
and New York. We are open to 
whatever comes for us; we are just 
having so much fun doing what we do. 


S.S: Montreal is known, in Canada at 
least, to be a pretty political city. Is it 
still pretty political nowadays, and has 
Out of Order ever been involved in any 
sort of politics? 


S: I think the politics in the scene is for 
the most part a joke. It often seems like 
people that bring serious black or white 
politics in to the scene are like people 
who have just been told a new big word 
and start to use it in a sentence before 
they know its meaning. I’m not saying 
that you should walk the fence and never 
take a stand, there are causes to fight for 
and at some point you have to pick a side, 
but the “with me or against me” concept 
is divisional and does nothing but 
increase the polarization of those who 
should be together rather than at odds. 
The politics of the scene often come with 
rumors that are detrimental the unity of 
people who, when boiled down, share a 
common thread. 


S.S: Now, I’ve recently been to one of 
your gigs, and I haven’t seen such a 
positive response at a local show in a 
very long time! How would you describe 
your audience’s reactions at your shows, 
and do you receive this kind of response 
in cities other than Montreal? 


S: Honestly, it’s 
difficult to gage a 
response to a crowd when I’m on stage. I 
kind of get swept away in the moment. | 
love it when I look out and see people 
singing my words and I prefer to have an 
interactive show where the crowd joins in 
on what we are doing. We have had a 
great response from the crowds 
everywhere we’ve played; it’s great to 
see when our music is able to take people 
to a different emotional place. But 
whether there is one person watching or 
one thousand it’s our job to bring the 
energy to the stage wherever we are 


playing. 


S.S: In this issue we are doing a ‘scene 
report’ on Montreal. Are there any 
bands, stores, attractions or venues in 
Montreal that you would like to 
recommend to our readers? 


S: I love putting shows on at a bar called 
the Crobar, we have had our best shows 
at this bar. But there are all kinds of spots 
that welcome fast and hard hitting music. 
The Katacombs has been putting on great 
punk rock gigs for a few years and Café 
Chaos is a good place to see some good 
music too. As far as bands go there is 
almost too many too mention, there is | 
great music coming out of this city. Pl 
shoot off a few hopefully some people 
will check these bands out. The Brains, 
Hypnophonics, Tailgunner, Drunken Dru, 
Metalian, the Abyssed, Truth or Scare, 
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Chix 

n’ Dix, Boulimik 

Foodfight, Talk Sick and Sale Gauloise 

to name just a few. There are shitloads of 

record stores in town but Sound Central 

is my favorite. Also X20 has a great 
stock of good Oi! records. 


Also, everyone should check out Pouzza 
Fest, a big punk rock festival happening 


in Montreal from May 20-22, as well as 
the second annual Fattal fest which is 
happening next summer in St. Henri, 
Montreal. 


S.S: Thanks very much for the 
interview; it’s great to get the 
opportunity to interview a_ great 
Canadian band. Is there anything else 
you'd like to add? 


S: I would just like to tell everyone to 
check out come of these bands that I’ve 
mentioned here, there really is some top 
notched music happening now, we no 
longer have to recount the glory days of 
yesterday. There is urgent and loud music 
happening right fucking now! Get out 
there and embrace it! Cheers!! m 
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There is no denying that Condemned 84 are the fathers of the aggressive oi! 
sound. Their influence is clear in modern British acts like Argy Bargy, Scum 
and Loyalty, and even farther reaching to bands from across the world like 
Ultimatum, Disdainful or Plan Of Attack to name just a few. They’ve been 
doing what they do for over 30 years. Since 1980, through name changes, 
member changes, and more record label changes than anyone can keep track 
of, Condemned 84 have been holding true. With almost twenty releases un- 
der their belts (braces more likely), and a brand new 7” EP slated for release 
any time non, it’s easy to believe their sentiment from days long gone “We'll 


keep the faith, we will never change our ways 


Subculture Spirit: Can you tell us about 
the band “Criminal Tendencies?” Would 
you say that this is the same band as 
Condemned ’84, or was it a totally 
different band? 


Kevin: | think I would describe C.T. as the 
humble beginnings of condemned 84 but 
"GUNK & CLIFF" were the only two 
members who were in c-84 during the early 
80's.Gunk mostly wrote all the C.T. songs 
during that time and still writes the 
condemned songs with the rest of the band. 


S.S: When you started out with the band 
Condemned ’84, what were you guys 
hoping to get out of the band? Did you 
ever expect that 30 years later, there would 
be hundreds of kids out there who know 
all the words to your demo songs and who 


own your t-shirts and would travel across — 


the world to see you play? 


K: At the start we just wanted to form a 
band for the local skinheads in our area 
probably around 500+ at the time with no 


sy 


band to follow, we also started the band as 
most of the early 80's bands (4-Skins,Last 
Resort) had called it a day and we felt we 
had to try to fill the gaps. We didn't think 
we would get as popular as we have but we 
always wanted to be "the biggest skinhead" 
band but we _ haven't achieved that 
unfortunately. 


S.S.: Why do you say that Condemned 
hasn't achieved it's goal of becoming "the 
biggest skinhead band"? For you, what 
does it take to accomplish this feat? 


K: To be the best sellers and to have the 
biggest crowds.. 


S.S: Does it feel like the band has been 
together for 30 years? Do you guys reckon 
that you’ve changed much in that time? 


K: Probably not changed much at all except 
got older and look older and obviously 
families have come into our lives since 
those early days. But 30 years has flown 
past but I think time goes quicker the older 


you get... 


S.S: We know you probably get asked this 
question quite a bit by us youngsters, but 
what was the scene like back in the early 
80s? 


K: We really only played the UK in the 
early 80's but we played 90 gigs in 3 years, 
I think every small town and big city had a 
skinhead scene then but sadly not today. 
You could get a decent crowd any night of 
the week then, now it almost must be a 
Saturday so people can travel. Although 
there were really good numbers in those 
days sadly a lot more violence at gigs also 
and many many venues were lost due to it. 


S.S: What would you say has been some of 
the best experiences that you’ve had with 
the band? 


K: Probably playing outside the UK. I 
would never have gone to certain places if 
we hadn’t played there. Serbia for instance, 
I never dreamed I would play there, but it's 
a great country - friendly people and we 
had a great time. 


S.S: So what’s up with the name 
Gunk? There’s got to be a good story 


behind his nickname when it’s lasted 30 
years! 


K: I think originally he was called "Guz" or 
something along those lines then it just 
turned into "Gunk" which 1s a car cleaning 
fluid actually although nothing to do with 
him. 


S.S: You guys are pretty infamous for 
writing songs about, and actually setting 
out some of the basic principles of, the 
“skinhead way of life.” Can you tell us 
about what the skinhead way of life means 
to you? 


K: It's just the way we've always been 
going to gigs, football and the pub 
whenever possible really. 


S.S: You’ve said in previous interviews 
that “Oi! The Resurrection” was your 
favourite compilation to have appeared on. 
Why is this? 


K: We liked the line up of bands on that 
album - a good cross section from all over 
which is great!! 


S.S: The band has played countless gigs, 
met hundreds of fans, and responded to 
dozens of interviews (no doubt many just 
like this!) over the years. Does it ever get 
old? What motivates you guys to keep 
doing it? 
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K: I think we carry on while we have the 
support of fans across the world. If interest 
waned then we may have to re-consider 
carrying on, although we're still striving to 
make the ultimate album. But the mails we 
receive from people telling us never to give 
in keeps us going. We heard from one girl 
in the US she was about to end her life 
when she heard a Condemned album. 
Apparently this made her change her mind 
(goodness knows why?) but a touching 
thing never the less. 


S.S: We just picked up the “Oi! Fuck 
You” compilation (MFS Records 2010). 
track on_ here 


Your credits Mark 


Magee. Is Mark back in the band now? Is 
he still playing in the Anti-Heroes? Or are 
we just way out of the loop? 


K: Mark Magee has always been in the 
band but he lives in the US. We hook up 
with him when we play over there and 
when he comes back home here for a few 
months each year. He left Anti-Heroes after 
Mark Noah’s bullshit about us refusing to 
play the beer Olympics due to the Templars 
having black members, which infuriated 
him ... just lies lies lies to save his own 
skin. 


S.S: What’s the current line up? 
K: Current line up: Mark - drums, Kev - 
vocals, Mark Magee- guitar, Gunk-bass & 


Floyd-guitar. 


S.S: So, what’s next for Condemned ’84? 
Do you have any plans for future releases, 
future tours, future’ gigs? 


K: New limited edition 7" e.p. due for 
release this November. New album 
sometime in 2011, hopefully more gigs 
worldwide. We don't tour due to the fact we 
can't get a lot of time off work, plus we 
don’t get asked to tour either we're not a 


"production line" band ha ha... 


S.S: With compilations like “Oi! Fuck 
You”, the reunion of bands like The Last 
Resort, the 4Skins, IndEx & Vicious 
Rumours etc. and the strong English 
presence at the 2008 East Coast Oi! Fest 
in America, it seems to us like British Oi! 
is coming forward from the _ back 
bench. What are your thoughts about 
this? 3 


K: No I wouldn't say there's a comeback. I 
think a lot of these bands have smelled 


- money after they hear what sort of money is 


out there for the reunion of old bands. 


S.S: How do you feel about the recent 
reunion of the big 80’s British Oi! acts? 


K: Too many of them asking a lot of 
money and only certain bands are putting 
"bums on seats" so to speak. I just wonder 
why have they decided to re-form after all 
these years, when many bands like us 
struggled through the years carrying the oi! 
flag. 


S.S: It seems likely that the English punk 
festival HITS/Wasted/Rebellion promoters 
are responsible for the reunion of a lot of 
the 80’s bands, even if just for one-off 


gigs. We’ve noticed that you haven’t been 
on the bill in the recent years (ever?). Is 
there a reason for this? 


K: We played Rebellion/Holidays in the 
Sun festival twice. Both times we had great 
crowds compared to a lot of other bands 
who played. There was no trouble but we 
are no longer asked to play. I think the 
promoter is told by his "so called" mates 
not to put us on. Many people are scared of 
us as a band and reputation goes before us 
as a trouble band which is not true. 

We're not too bothered if we play 
them or not really as it's more a "social" 
nowadays most people attending don't even 
watch the bands and drink in local pubs 


nearby. 
Footnote: we never got paid that 
much money to play these festivals! 


S.S: What do you have to say about 
Condemned 84’s reputation, and the fact 
that people may fear the band? 


K: It seems a lot of bands are afraid to play 
with us for fear of getting a bad reputation 
and that it would lead to them 
being thrown off certain booking agencies. 
We don't get any trouble nowadays, it's 
very rare... Condemned shows are just big 
parties.. 


Condemned ‘84 live in 


S.S: What are some up & coming British 
Oi! bands that you can recommend to us? 


K: There's a few newer ones out there like 
Code 1, Skinful etc., the more the merrier 
keep the scene alive! 


S.S: Thank you so much for the interview. 
Do you have anything else you’d like to 
relay to our readers? 


K: To find out the latest information on the 
band for gigs/releases and merchandise 
check-out dur official -weo 
site: ~WWW.CONDEMNED84.COM gm 
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Subculture Spirit: It’s very interesting 
for us to have the opportunity to 
interview a band from Chile! When did 
you guys start the band, and what 
inspired you guys to put it together? 


Willy: The band started in 2006, when 
Patricia and I deCided to form a band that 
was completely independent of politics. 
When we started, we intended the band to 
be a hobby and not really a professional 
project. We recorded some demo songs 
on a cassette, but we can’t find that 
cassette now, haha. We didn’t play any 
gigs in 2007, but in 2008 we got back 
together and recorded another bunch of 
songs and tried to get more people 
interested in our music. 


S.S: Have you guys been through many 
line-up changes? Do any members play 
in other oi! bands? 


W: The only line-up change we had was 
with our drummer. We played with 
another drummer for a short time, but our 
original actual drummer is still with us. 
Patricia, the bass player, left the band for 
a short time in order to have a child, and 
she was replaced by her husband Carlos. 
Haha, Orgullo Sur really is a family! 


The only other band that we have played 
in is a band called “Mac & Guaren 
Korps,” a band that is led by our friend 
Mac. It is a patriotic rock n’ roll band, 
with lyrics about being patriotic and 
being fat. You can listen to the band at 


www.myspace.com/mguarenkorpsband. 


S.S: I really like the trebly, upbeat 
sound of your guitars, your gruff vocals, 


and of course, the catchy gang vocals 
that can be found throughout your 
songs! Who are your influences? 


W: Our influences are Cock Sparrer, On 
File, Skrewdriver, Evil Conduct, Stars & 
Stripes, Vanilla Muffins, Superyob, 
Headcase, Shaved Dogs, Glory Boys, 
Retaliator, and many other bands in the 
same vein. 


S.S: Would you say that you sound 
similar to lots of other Chilean oi! 
bands? In other words, is there a 
‘typical’ Chilean oi! sound? 


W: No, our music is not the typical 
sound of Chilean oi!. Here, bands tend to 
play the same kind of music over and 
over again, but we wanted to play 
something more melodic, and more old- 
school oi! sounding, with a touch of punk 
rock. We wanted to focus on having good 
vocals, and not use vocals that sound like 
a barking dog or someone in pain. Our 
music is for drinkers without control, our | 
choruses are meant to resemble cheering 
football fans, and I think this makes our 
music very different from the typical 
sound of Chilean 01!. 


S.S: For those of us who don’t speak 


Spanish, can you tell us what you write 


your songs about? 


W: The lyrics are about the love we have 
for our city, football, friends, going to the 
bar, and also about our general problems. 
We write patriotic songs like “Chile es 
mi pais” (Chile is my country), and 
“Skinhead Chile.” But we don’t write any 
songs linked to extremism — just songs 


connected to patriotism. There are 
some people who are friends with 


. both sides. Our scene is a little 
scene, but we have true friendship 
and true supporters. There are not 
00 many people who are just 
‘weekend friends” in our scene, and 
here are quite a few people who 
have real skinhead values, despite 
he fact that our gigs usually bring 
out only 20 or 25 people. Our band 

_. - ‘tries to do good things for the real 
about what skinheads feel, and about fans, the people who keep this scene 
loving where you are from. We have a alive. 
few songs too about alcoholism, partying 
on weekends, and did I mention 
drinking... 


S.S: We’ve heard all kinds of 
crazy stories about Chilean 
skinheads, and about all the} 
violence and epic bands that are a | 
part of the skinhead scene there. | 
What exactly is the skinhead 
scene like in Chile? 


W: The Chilean skinhead scene is | 
very linked to politics. The left 
and right sides are both strong, and there 
are some SHARPS who are somehow skinhead scene? 


S.S: How did you guys get into the 


W: Like most people in South 
America, we got into punk before 
we learned about the oi! scene. 
After we started listening to oi! 
music, time passed quickly, and 
before we knew it we were already 
polishing our Doc Martens, cutting 
our hair, and drinking with our 
friends. 


S.S: There seems to be quite a bit of 
nationalism associated with the Chilean 
oi! bands that we have heard so far, and 
your music does not seem to be an 
exception! Do you believe that Chile’s 
history has affected the skinhead music 
there, and if so, in which ways? 


W: You're right, Chilean oi! has much to 
do with its history, and Orgullo Sur is 
prone to writing songs that reflect our 
nation’s history. Chile has a great history 
of resistance, fights, glory, sadness, and 
most importantly, pride. Our ancestors 
were patriotic warriors, and we sing for 
them because they still live in our hearts. 


Our national history is something that our 
band has always written about. Every 
time you hear a new album from Orgullo 
Sur, you can be sure that there will 
always be one or two songs about the 
Chilean people — our roots, and our land. 


SS: I’ve heard that you guys are 
affiliated with the fanzine 
“Bombardero.” Can you tell us about 
the zine? How long has it been around 
for, and is it distributed only in Chile? 


W: Jajajji, a member of the band, 
founded the Bombardero skinhead zine 
last year with another friend. The project 
is dedicated to interviews, biographies, 
and news. Four issues of the zine have 
been released, and the magazine has been 
very well received by people all around 
the world, despite the fact that the zine is 
virtual and is only available in Spanish. 


Recently, two new people joined the 
Bombardero Crew, and the magazine has ~ 
taken a more professional and complete 
look. It has really come together now that 
we have four heads working on the 
project. The magazine hopes to spread 
the word of oi! bands like us, and it is 
basically focused on the theme of 
skinheads. | 


For the zine, we have interviewed great 
people and great bands such as Bandeira 
de Combat, Glory Boys,  [ropel, 
Kalevalan Viikingit, Crucial Change, 
Skinful, Join the Rejects, Brutti E 
Ignorante, Kiase Dirigente, The 
Agitators, and many others. 


The fourth issue included an interview 
with our record label, which went over 
very well. Peter from Pure Impact 
provided us with interesting and funny 
responses. In the upcoming issues we 
will interview Crowbar Records, 
Skinhead Magazine from Spain, and 
others. 


S.S: You’ve just released an EP at the 
beginning of October with Shout Proud 
Records from Germany. Can you give us 
a Short review of this EP? How many 
songs, and where can we order it from? 


W: The EP is called “Dias de Gloria,” 
and on it are four original Orgullo Sur 
songs. It is a 7” that is filled with rock n’ 
roll, skinhead values, booze, and 
patriotism. The first song is “Dia de 
Gloria,” which is a song characterized by 
strong, melodic music, and funny lyrics 
about rioting and drinking on the streets. 
Even though we are adults now, those 


i 


‘ S: 2 Chile is gee far from Western 


get ore ‘relationships 
- Impact and Shout Proud B i 
i pas de Diversion” which is a son you very connected wi 
. characterization of the Friday nights in skinhead : scene! ~ 
Jo our city. It is about drunk skinheads Who - 
Ik into bars with skingirls, and having Ww: ee oy 
oe great time o on the weekend. _ Irope. ese k < ed our work, and 
. . because of that they decided to release 
- The th d song is éatled “Chile es mi ue music. We use the internet to stay 
connected with Europe a and the rest of we : 


/ Pais, ” which is a tribute to our ancestors 
and our land. We wrote this song to show world. - _ i i 
how much we love our country. The : = —=—ir—s—es—m—mhsSe 
fourth and last song is “Cerveza,” which SS: Is there a lot of support for 1e 
really says it all... we can’t live without band from” other scenes in “South  : 


this beverage! America? How would you ‘rate the — : 
Argentinean, Columbian, ¢ and Brazilian / 

The EP is coming out on the German skinhead Scenes? . 

label Shout Proud Records, with a limited - | 

run of 150 copies. 100 copies will be — ‘y W: Our favourit scene is the Brazilian 


black, and 50 will be white. In order to __ 
get the EP, contact the record label at 
Wwww.myspace.com/ shoutproudrecords aS 


shoutproud@web.de. Bandera ¢ de Combate, a great band : 
do a (ot for their local scene. Fr om 


S.S: Rumour also has it that you me be Argentina, we have no friends, and fr m1 _ 
ao One we only have a few friends. . 


releasing a full-length album with Pure : e 
Impact from Belgium. When can we 
expect this to be released? 


th which we have mail 
There. our friends includ 


W: Yes, the album is going to be out on 
Pure Impact. No exact release date has 
been set, but we think it will be out in # 
around 2 or 3 months. On the album will — 
be 9 songs about football, patriotism, 
alcohol, and of course Puero Montt, our 
beloved city. You can get the album 
through Pure Impact or the Orgullo Sur 
Crew. 


S.S: What are your hopes for the band — 
do you have any particular bands that 
you would like to play with? Anywhere 
you would like to tour? 


W: We have a lot of hopes for our band, 
since we have fans that support us from 
around the world. Next year, we will be 
releasing a split with Bandeira de 
Combate and we will start to record a 
new LP with 10 new songs. We hope to 
start working on this LP in either June or 
July of next year. 


We are making the final details for an 
upcoming tour in Brazil, together with 
our friends Bandeira de Combate and 
other bands. Ultimately, we hope to go 
and play in Europe or to play outside of 
Chile in general. We aren’t asking money 
from outside promoters, we are only 


asking for the tickets and a nice stay. We 
hope to get some offers! 


S.S: Can you recommend to us any 
other Chilean bands? 


W: Yes, I can recommend “Mac & Los 
Guaren Korps,” a rock n’ roll band that 
writes songs about alcohol and 
patriotism. 


S.S: Thank you so much for the 
interview! Is there anything else that 
you would like to add? 


W: Thank you for the interview, keep up 
the good work on the zine — it 1s very 
focused! We hope to one day visit you 
and drink a lot of Canadian wine and 
beer. m 
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REVIEWS: 


Pressure 28, back at it! Solid material here, and a 
professional release as we’ve come to expect from 
Longshot Recs. “Spirit of 69” is a great catchy song, 
something I wouldn’t expect from the Pressure 28 I[ 
remember from the mid 90’s, skinhead shit for sure. The 
|B side is another solid tune “Pull No Punches” -kind of 
an anthem for an anti-hero and musically something that 
stands out against the straight-ahead hard, aggressive and 
boring sound British oi! typically has these days. I dig 
this single, and I really hope P28 have an album in the 
- works before they take another 15 year hiatus! 


Band: Pressure 28 
Title: Spirit of 69 
Label: Longshot 
Release Date: 2010 


Props to Bandworm for including a code in the package 
for digital download! OK, I don’t speak German. 
Normally I don’t have a problem with lyrics I don’t 
understand, but “Mutter” is an acoustic ballad, and the 
sentiment is lost on me. I assume it’s beautiful, poetic. 

and thought-provoking, but I can’t get into it. The B4} 
side however “Immer Vorwarts” I like. Aggressive, 
fast, heavy and down-right evil sounding: think 
Troopers or Béhse Menschen era Onkels. German Oi! © 
—you’re doing Jit right! 


This is a great 7”! Both of these bands are doing 
excellent stuff, right here you’ve got some of the best of 
current day Sweden and France. Both sides are excellent 
and I can’t say which I like better. Gritty as hell, raw, 
and enough energy to power a thousand baguette 
factories / Ikea stores for year. You can hear a huge 
amount of Chiswick influence in both bands, and if 
-Randale released these as bootlegged studio out-takes 
‘from the All Skrewed Up album session, I bet there 
“would be a lot of people fooled. 


If you don’t know, Stamford Bridge is a power-pop 
project from Carl Templar. I see this as interesting, it’s 
someone in the skinhead movement that’s doing 
something different, and I’m a fan. These tracks were 
recorded in 2004 and are very good. “If Only” features a 
female vocalist and it works well. On the flipside, On 
The Job is a relatively new band from Sweden, and the 
tracks here are solid. When I heard “1680”, the first song 
on their side, I immediately thought of Agent Bulldogg: 
60% Oi! 40% Vikingrock. “Constable Henry”, rounding 
off their side is poppy, straight ahead and simple melodic 


fe ay Oi!, reminiscent of The Pride or early Evil Conduct. 


German, fast, melodic, and definitely pop-punk 
in places. There’s something going on with this band and 
sheep, but the lyrics are German, so I’m going to 
appreciate the language barrier and keep up my end of the 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” thing. I think this LP could have 
been a 10” as there’s some fat that could be trimmed. My 
LP came with a bonus 7”, I’m not sure if it’s a limited 
edition thing or if they all have it, but I like the touch and 
I appreciate that the band pulled out all the stops for it. 
The bonus 7” is very good. 


Bang. 
Steeas 
Title: 5 eae vet Sking 


: Se 


Release ed Re] — Word is that this is the new band formed by member 
e: 201 


the French reggae band 86 Crew. Here they’re doing oi!, 
and they’re doing it very well. This is an excellent 
release which harkens back to the French oi! scene in 
the 1980’s. It’s something that you should definitely 
pick up -it sounds great! Lyrics are mostly in French, 
and its SHARP politics as would be expected from 86 
Crew, but with a twist that might alienate fans on the 
extreme left of the spectrum: “fascist scum a run when 
the skinheads come / battyman a run when the real men 
come”. It’s hardly the least PC thing I’ve heard, but I 
certainly wasn’t expecting homophobic lyrics from a 
‘left-wing band. That being said, equally offensive is 
an Oi! cover of the ska classic “Ride The Donkey”. 


_ J hear that these guys are currently huge in Germany. Is 
3 it racist against Germans to think that their punk / oi! 
je: 8 = chy . vocals generally come off as straight-up evil sounding to 
YT Ra 9 ~\ me? Regardless, this is the music I think of when 
1 ght up. This album reminds me of 


German Oi! is brou 
Rabauken (one of my favourite bands to ever come from 


Germany) sn a lot of places: up tempo, great song 
structure, good musicianship, aggressive but also 
complexly melodic, and a sense of humour that carries 
across the language barrier. With all that praise I do need 
to mention that “Bikomafu” is a vety strange song, 

\ takes me out of my comfort zone _piano driven 3° wave 
ska ballad with a Beatles refrain. 


UNDERSTAND, 
oil! rec 


m happy that The Warriors are back, in my opinion the 
A were the best British 01! band going in the BE hction, 
- Unfortunately for this record though, I have the bad habit of 
' building things up in my mind prematurely and coming at 
\ vith ons that are too high (TH ARRI 

HAVE A NEW ALBUM OUT?! BE OMED ont 
Unite The Scene took me more than one listen before i 
ike it. I feel like the song writing here 
their career, but the music is good. 
ecting extreme politics, Sassy 
se rl es -the album is a 
_ decer eye for single coming out 


and it 
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I’ve read some pretty negative reviews of this album, and 
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Kids do. | think 
| hope the band is 
| that they keep 
Fury” is my fa 


Band: Hard Times 
Title: Life is a Bat- 
tlefield 
Label: UVPR? 
Release Date: 2009 
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Process. I’m going t 
Cynical. 


This is a new CD by the 80’s oi! band you might 
remember from the seminal compilation “Strength 
Through Oi!”. Actually, it’s not quite that band, but 30 
years on, I think that might be too much to expect. Here 
we’ve got Danny, the guitarist from the 1983 “Fighting 
the System” single on vocals, and as near as I can tell, the 
rest of the band don’t have any previous ties (although 
the band has played a few gigs over the past 10 years and 
I don’t know how this CD relates to that line-up). The 
music is good, but updated and modern sounding -maybe 
not exactly what you’d expect (although, if you’ve heard 
the new 4skins album, this may not be a bad thing!). 
There are redone versions of CC’s classics “Soldier” and 
” Antisocial” which are very well done and stand the test 
of time. 


Here’s a split release that features two contemporary 
Brazilian skinhead bands. All lyrics are in Portuguese (at 
least I assume so). First up are 5 songs by Mao-de-Ferro, 
so let me paint you a picture with words: imagine if you 
will, a tough, hard-ass skinhead band playing brutal 
heavy and aggressive oi! music. Got it? OK good, now 
imagine there’s an accordion player too. Done. That’s 
Mé4o-de-Ferro as well as I can describe ‘em. Faccao 
Opposta finishes up the CD with 6 more tracks and a 
more conventional sound that’s energetic and filled out 
with gang backing vocals and hand-clapping, while still 
managing to pull off “heavy”. I like ‘em. 


Perkele are back, and everyone’s favourite Sverige 
Sverige foster-lads are doing what they do best. As is 
expected here we’ve got epic, anthemic songs that appeal 
to everyone partly because of the soaring melodies and 
complex song structure, and partly because of the 
- ambiguous and bland lyrical content. “Hey wow, I 
totally identify with that man, propaganda is stupid, and 
I’m also waiting for change”. Kidding aside though, this 
is a great album and it stands up well against anything 
they’ve ever done (it’s just fun to take ‘em down a peg). 
I like this better than the Langtan album from 2009. 
Sometimes happy, sometimes sad -always Perkele. 


are great, but | ina 


hough guys! 


Band: Out of Order 


Title: S/T 
Label: Self Released 


Release Date: 2010 


out: Myspace.com/outofordero; 


Church 
m 
any tracks on here are exclusi 


@ 800d’ er and worth Picking up 


Crossfire are a great band from Austria, and this is a 

really professional release. They’ve been together 
since 2000 and have put out a few CD singles and 
contributed to various compilations, but as far as I 
can tell Tomorrow Burns is their first full-length. 
The cover art is influenced by the French band To- 
biac’s Toads, but that’s where the similarity ends: the 
lyrics are in English and are gritty, real and remain 
non-political, while the music is fast and aggressive, 


This is a solid, definitely-worth-buying 
and I would venture to say it’s the 
per Eom Runnin Riot aa 


the band is coming from. Musically, it 


and there are quite a few sing- 
The hidden track is superb. 


=) Band: Crashed Out 
Title: Fast, Loose n? 
Live 
Label: I Want it! 
Release Date: 2009 


The Eksplorerz, a long-time band from Alsa 
France, have mixed this album up by adding som 
new psychobilly influences to their reggae sound. | 


have to say, try as I might, I could not get into t ris 


album at all. I liked neither the reggae-style tracks 
on the album, nor the new psycho-style tracks. — 
Although the new sound involves the guitar riffs 
and bass line of psychobilly, I found the tracks to 

_ be lacking the fast-paced stylings of more tradi- 
tional psychobilly, which drains them of the excite- 
ment of the genre. The album includes a couple of 
cover tracks such as “King of the World,” which 
the band has slowed-down and over-produced to 
the point that what was originally good about the 

im songs has now been eradicated. A lot of the album 
sounds like reggae beats with free-style vocals on 
top. Nope, not one of my favourites, by far, but 
maybe I just don’t get it. 


ot . Ben Disaster is a Canadian singer-songwriter, writing 
— a. Be ots and performing in the vein of folk-punk. I have had the 
Bae pos pleasure of seeing Ben play live many times, and | 
swe yo have been excited about this release for a while now. 
— : _ The music is heartfelt, meaningful, and well-written. 
> eo : The production is also spot-on—it is 

Cr ers? 99 Pring DISASTER _ just raw enough so that you can 
Hate” ge EE ried understand the sentiment behind the 


songs. The songs are all slower-paced 
than a typical punk song, and the album 
is the perfect soundtrack for self- 
reflection. | Recommended for Billy 
Bragg fans! 


* 


This album contains all of the elements necessary to Band: Incig 

create a solid, feel-good oi! album. The guitar leads are Itle; Navzpy 
melodic, the riffs are catchy, the gang vocals are there, Label: Diy" Veche 
and the songs are punchy and generally just well : 
composed. Even though I couldn’t understand a word of 
the lyrics, I found myself anticipating and singing 
along to all the “woahs,” which makes this album fun 
to listen to and great to have on at a party. I really { 
enjoyed the passionate acoustic track at the end of the % 
album, and I believe that this band has the talent and ' 
know-how to not only create an album that has all the } 
great elements of typical feel-good melodic oi!, but also 
to add a deeper, more distinct layer to their music. 


Everything about these guys sounds like the Evil Skins to 
me. The recording quality —Evil Skins. The vocals and 
backing vocals —Evil Skins. The guitar sound —Evil 
Skins. A saxophone that actually compliments the music 


—Evil Skins. THIS BAND IS THE EVIL SKINS! 
=>. Wait, actually they’re a SHARP band. So 
) maybe they’re not quite the Evil Skins. I wish 
there were more than 6 songs on this demo, c’est 
la vie. I will be buying their next release as soon 
-as I can, I just hope they don’t change what 

_ they’re doing. 7 


Great new streetpunk from Melbourne Australia. These 
are probably the most hard-ass gruff female vocals I’ve 
ever heard, and they work really well. It reminds me a 
lot of the Distillers. Stranglehold also features a member 
of Marching Orders. Great recording, great songs: just 6 
tracks of assertive, aggressive, no-nonsense streetpunk. 


So we got The Misogynes demo in the mail a little 
while ago, and it kicks some serious ass! Very short, 
only a handful of songs, but the quality is definitely 
there! The band is a French female-fronted band, 
although the lyrics are entirely in English. 


rish 
Australia featuring a it 
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Band: Plan of Attack 
Title: All or Nothing 
Label: Randale 

Release Date: 2010 


Shot in a documentary style around Christmas 2009, this 
DVD follows the Dutch oi! band Discharger and their 
road crew around on a trip from Holland to the Czech 
Republic for a gig. Lots of drunken antics and two songs 
shot live at the gig by some good current European 
bands. There are subtitles in English for the documentary 
portion and the sound and video is decent for die-hards, 
but not exactly “DVD quality” if you catch my meaning. 
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